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"THE DIVERSITY WHICH ENERGIZES" 

(Acts 2:1-4) 
© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[PROPS NEEDED: (1) Glass of Water (w/Funnel) & Balloon; (2) Balloons for all congregants ] 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 7-29-18] 
--I-- 

1.   Read Text Acts 2:1-4 (CEB) and Pray. 

2. [HOLD UP GLASS OF WATER] I have here in this glass a fairly common substance: water 
- or in scientific terms, H2O... two molecules of Hydrogen & one molecule of Oxygen. 

 A--They're very different elements, but also very common & necessary in our world:  
       Hydrogen makes up about 98% of our universe, and Oxygen makes up at least 21% 
       of the air we breathe -- life couldn't exist without Oxygen, and the universe itself  
       couldn't exist without Hydrogen. 

  B--Now, if I were to take the H2O/water and pour it into a balloon [POUR SOME  
        WATER INTO BALLOON USING FUNNEL...],... then blow it up [BLOW IT UP...] 
        and then let it go, what do you think would happen?... [LET BALLOON GO... 
       WARNING: it'll be messy!)]  -- It will make a mess, won't it? 
 
3. But suppose that I instead extracted the Hydrogen and Oxygen from the water, cooled 
 each of them to -425 degrees F, and instead of 1 part Oxygen to 2 parts Hydrogen, I  
 mixed them as 6 parts Oxygen to 1 part Hydrogen (H+O6), and provided a controlled 
  environment for them react... do you know what would happen? 

 A--Well, we'd have liquid propellant, and in the right volume (2 million gallons of it, to  
      be exact), we'd have enough to produce the 6.6 million pounds of thrust needed to 
      propel the now-retired American space shuttle into orbit around the earth. 

 B--You see, by themselves these diverse elements (Oxygen and Hydrogen) seem quite  
       docile, and their mixture at room temperature is mainly a nuisance. 

 C--But at the right temperature & under control, this otherwise docile mixture can  
       provide massive amounts of energy that can be put to productive use.  1

--II-- 

4. Well, today [11am ONLY: as we celebrate African Heritage Sunday] I want us to talk about 
 the power that can be found in and through the harnessing of diverse things in and of life. 

 A--You know, just like water squirted out a balloon, we Christians often view diversity as  
      something that's messy, a nuisance, and a source of great frustration. 
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  1--Many of us, for example, may have grown up accustomed to certain ways of  
       thinking or worshiping or doing ministry -- that "preaching" needs to sound a 
       certain way, or that worship music needs to be a certain style, or that there's a  
       certain "appropriate" way to dress for church.  2

  2--And we then use labels and stereotypes to conveniently "write-off" people,  
      pastors, fellow church members, or anyone else who doesn't fit our neatly 
      defined "definition" of a committed Christian.  3

  3--In other words... we treat our diversity and differences as a messy, negative, 
          frustrating thing that we don't want to have anything to do with. 

 B--But if there's anything that the story of Pentecost from today's scripture readings  
      teaches, it's that -- just like the Hydrogen and Oxygen in a rocket engine -- there is 
      the energizing power of God in the diversity all around us. 

  1--Paul puts it this way in 1 Corinthians 12:1, "Christ is just like the human body  
      -- a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the body are one 
     body, even though there are many." 

  2--He's saying that diversity is God's gift to us, & it's power is evident all around. 
--III-- 

5. For one, we see it in the natural world that God created and in which we live. 

 A--Besides the mixing of chemical elements and compounds to produce energy, biology 
      reveals that the great diversity of plant and animal-life on our planet is precisely what 
        keeps earth's ecosystem so vibrant and alive. 

 B--And while it's sometimes challenging for us, I think the cultural & ethnic diversity of 
       our world (that parallels this) adds a touch of zest and spice to life -- we're a world 
       filled with people who are black, white, yellow, red, and even mixed. 

6. But not only that, but the power of diversity is also found in and through our own 
 Christian faith and beliefs.

A--God's very being, for example, proclaims the power of diversity:  we Christians know  
      God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer) -- three  
      manifestations of (and ways to relate to) the one Almighty God. 

 B--Remember, too, that Jesus didn't try to save the world by himself: he recruited 12 very 
      different disciples to be responsible for taking his message of salvation to the world. 

 C--And today's story of Pentecost offers another great example -- Verses 5-11 (following  
      just after where we read) tell us that on that in Jerusalem that day there were... 
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  1--"...Parthians, Medes, Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
      Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
      Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, [Crete, and Arabs]." 

  2--Yet, God's Holy Spirit gave all of these diverse people the ability to understand        
      the same mighty message of God from these redneck Disciples from Galilee. 

  3--Interestingly, if you plot these locations on a map and trace a line back to  
      Jerusalem, they form a what looks like spokes on a wheel, with Jerusalem at the  
      center -- meaning that the naming of these locations is God's way of telling  
      hearers/readers that the whole world is invited to be part of God's salvation. 

 D--And the Bible itself is, in fact, a great example of the power of diversity:  

  1--It contains 66 very different books, written over a span of at least 1500 years, 
       in at least 3 different languages, by hundreds of different people, who each  
      wrote in different ways from different theological and social perspectives. 

  2--And yet, since God inspired them all, we find within its pages one common 
      story -- the story of God and His relationship with His people.  4

6. Finally, we can also see God's power of diversity within our own community & church. 

 A--You may already know, but as of this year, Gwinnett County is the most ethnically 
       diverse county in Georgia, & the fifth most ethnically diverse in the entire nation.   5

 B--To that point... according to census data, a little over 62,000 people within 2 1/2 miles 
      of our church, with a ethnic makeup of 46% white/Caucasian, 22% Black/African 
      American, 16% Latino/Hispanic, 13% Asian, and about 3% Native American or 
      Pacific Islander background.  6

 C--And as for our own church, if you don't already know, McKendree UMC is a diverse 
      congregation in many ways:  we have at least 5 ethnic groups within our membership;  
       we're traditional & contemporary; old, young, & middle-aged; conservative, moderate 
       & progressive; Democrat, Republican, Independent; Middle-class and not-so-Middle 
       class! (that's why our Vision is "Nurturing Community, Connecting ALL through Christ")  7

  
  1--And I'm sure that some of us at times get frustrated with others among us who 
      have beliefs, views, or faith practices that are different than our own. 

  2--But where would we be if we were all alike?  The founder of Methodism John  
      Wesley once wrote that"Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike?  
      May we not be of one heart, though we are not of  one opinion?"   8
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  3--And Christian author George Trevelyan once said that "No church... truly 
      thrives unless  struggles and differences are alive within it."   9

 B--You see, like a rocket engine, when the diversity of God's church is channeled by the 
     power of the Holy Spirit, great things can happen in and for the kingdom of God.   10

 C--[9:30am ONLY...] The balloons I've given each of you today are a reminder to take 
      home of this:...  though they're each a different color, the same air can fill them all..  

--IV-- 

8. My point is that -- just like God's church on the day of Pentecost, our world, our 
 Christian faith, and our community and church today all illustrate the power and beauty 
 of God's diversity, and of how God wants it to be used for the glory of His kingdom. 

 A--In 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, Paul puts it this way...  "There are different ministries and  11

      the same Lord;  & there are different activities but the same God who produces all of  
      them in everyone.  A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for the  
      common good." 

 B--So today as we celebrate [our church/Africa Sunday], let's celebrate this divine gift of  
      diversity, and allow it to help us to value, respect, and love those who aren't like us. 

 C--For when we do, we'll discover that -- as with a rocket engine -- far from being a 
      mere nuisance and source of frustration, it is God's "Diversity Which Energizes"  
      our Christian lives. 

9. [PRAY]
ENDNOTES: 

  At these low temperatures, both Oxygen and Hydrogen exist as liquids (e.g., Liquid Oxygen and Liquid 1

Hydrogen).  The six parts Oxygen act as an oxidizer, and the one part Hydrogen acts as a fuel element, 
and the result of mixing them is a reaction that is used as rocket fuel. Oxygen, Hydrogen, and rocket 
e n g i n e r e s e a r c h t a k e n f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g w e b s i t e s : " S h u t t l e R e f e r e n c e 
Manual" (www.spaceflight.nasa.gov/shuttle/reference/shutref/orbiter/prop/overview.html); "Air Products 
and Chemicals, Inc." http://www.airproducts.com/Products/Gases/Hydrogen.aspx; and https://
www.nasa.gov/topics/technology/hydrogen/hydrogen_fuel_of_choice.html.

  Other examples include the presumption that God only calls men to serve as pastors of His church, that  2

people who clap or raise their hands in church are "fanatics," or (conversely) those who don't do these 
things have not truly been "filled with the Spirit."  We certainly do this when we minimize or avoid other 
Christians we don't like, agree with, or understand by naming them with labels like "conservative," 
"liberal," "fundamentalist," "evangelical," "charismatic," "feminist" or other terms that are often not 
meant to be terms of endearment.

  Thinking (and sometimes saying) that because their experience, beliefs, or practice of faith are different 3

than our own, then those experiences or beliefs or practices of faith are not valid at all!

http://www.spaceflight.nasa.gov/shuttle/reference/shutref/orbiter/prop/overview.html
http://www.airproducts.com/Products/Gases/Hydrogen.aspx
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/technology/hydrogen/hydrogen_fuel_of_choice.html
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/technology/hydrogen/hydrogen_fuel_of_choice.html
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  It could be argued, therefore, that God is the author of the Bible's great diversity.  He obviously wanted 4

us to have many differing accounts to reveal to us the many different aspects of His nature and dealings 
with humanity.

 According to https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/search/most-diverse-counties/s/georgia/ and https://5

www.niche.com/places-to-live/search/most-diverse-counties/.  Read also the Atlanta-Journal Constitution 
article about Gwinnett becoming a majority-minority county for the first time in 2010 (meaning that non-
white residents account for more than half of the population) at  https://www.ajc.com/news/local/2040-
gwinnett-will-have-more-hispanics-than-whites-forecast-says/.

 2016 U.S. Census data, derived from a 2.5 mile radius scan around our church address (1570 6

Lawrenceville-Suwanee Rd., Lawrenceville) run from www.missioninsite.com.

 And while our church does not yet reflect the percentage ethnic makeup that's found around us, 7

nevertheless a significant portion of our active membership is ethnically diverse among several major 
ethnic groups: according to our 2017 “End of Year” records, McKendree UMC has a total of 1939 
members, with 1826 (94%) of those being White/Caucasian, 76 (4%) being Black/African-American, 16 
(1%) Hispanic/Latino, 15 (1%) Asian, 1 Native American, and 5 Multi-racial.  While the percentages of 
this diversity may not seem high, nevertheless that diversity increases if one limits the data to active 
church members (vs. merely names on a church roll).

  John Wesley's Sermon "Catholic Spirit," Paragraph 4 in The Works of John Wesley, Volume 5, Sermon 8

39, p. 493.

 George Macaulay Trevelyan (1876-1962), from Edythe Draper, Draper's Book of Quotations for the 9

Christian World (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992, Entry #1411).  He's reminding us that 
"One in the Spirit" does not mean "one size fits all," or that to be a spiritually mature Christians we have 
to believe alike or worship alike or practice our faith in exactly the same way.

  The converse is also true: uncontrolled diversity (diversity that lacks the direction and control of God's 10

Holy Spirit) is also like in a rocket -- it can explode and cause lots of damage!

  In these verses, God is reminding us that He creates and gives us our differences "for the common 11

good" -- that is: to build up the entire body of Christ -- to give it energy and power that it wouldn't have 
without that diversity.  We are called the body of Christ" for that very reason... just as a  physical human 
body requires many different, diverse parts working together to make the whole function properly, so the 
God desires that Christians in His church utilize their own unique and diverse talents, styles, and 
personalities so that our one common purpose of reaching the world for Jesus can be accomplished.

http://www.missioninsite.com
https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/search/most-diverse-counties/s/georgia/
https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/search/most-diverse-counties/
https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/search/most-diverse-counties/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/2040-gwinnett-will-have-more-hispanics-than-whites-forecast-says/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/2040-gwinnett-will-have-more-hispanics-than-whites-forecast-says/

