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“PARTY PLANNING (#2): WELCOME TO THE PARTY” 
 (Romans 15:7-9a) 

© 2019 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 8-18-19] 
 --I-- 

1. [BOTH Services (NRSV)] Read Text: Romans 15:7-9a and Pray. 
2.         [WATCH VIDEO "I Am A Visitor" (https://vimeo.com/134467089), from SermonSpice.com),  
 Time: 2:29] 

3. Last week we began a new series called "Party Planning," where we'll be relating the 
 biblical practice of "Evangelism" to our role as Christians in helping others experience the 
 great "party" known as the Kingdom of God. 

 A--And we mentioned that, biblically, there are essentially three elements to this practice 
       for which we are responsible: Invitation (getting people to the party), Hospitality 
       (helping them feel welcome there), & Incorporation (helping them find their place there). 

 B--Well, today we're focusing on the second dimension:  Hospitality.   And as we saw in 
       the opening video, for those of us who've either grown up in the church (or at least 
       been active in church for a while), we sometimes forget how awkward & intimidating 
       it can feel for a guest to choose to attend Christian worship for the very first time.  1

4. And yet, Verse 7 (NRSV) of today's scripture very clearly says "Welcome one another, 
 therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God." 

 A--In other words, Jesus modeled hospitality for us.  So if we claim to follow him, then  
      at least one thing we should do in worship is to pass it on to others. 

 B--You know, when Paul first wrote the words of today's scripture, the predominantly  
      Gentile (i.e., non-Jewish) church in Rome was struggling with proper hospitality  
       towards Jewish believers -- ... 

  1--...E.G., should they be welcomed, even though they still practiced Jewish rituals 
      and rites like circumcision? ...and even though they believed differently? 

  2--Well, Paul's answer was an emphatic "YES! Christ welcomed and accepted you,  
       so you should welcome and accept others, in spite of the differences you might  
      have with their beliefs or practices!  Christ came into the world to save all  
      people," he would say, "and so his church must welcome all people, as well." 

 C--So, if that's the case, then whenever we're at church, how well we treat and connect  
       corporately not only with each other, but especially with our visitors and guests, is as  
       important (if not more so) as to how well we connect with God.  2

https://vimeo.com/134467089
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  1--And that, by the way, is why we need Greeters at the doors when we arrive each 
      Sunday, and why we have a weekly Greeting Time during worship -- ... 

  2--...because biblically, those brief times of interaction and fellowship with others  
      around us is just as important as the prayers we pray, the music we sing, the  
      scriptures we read or hear preached from, and even the sacraments we receive. 

 D--You see, hospitality is not just a "nice, added touch" to worship -- today's scripture  
       indicates that it's at the very heart of what it means to be and practice Christian faith. 

5. But what does it look actually look like?   As school has started back and we start having  
 more and more guests among us, What does it really mean for us here at McKendree 
 U.M.C. to welcome others to God’s party?  Well, I want to suggest just three things, 
 based on today's scripture:  3

--II-- 

6. The first thing is that we have learn how to genuinely ENJOY our guests -- that is: how  
 to let them know through not just our words but more importantly our actions that we're 
 truly delighted to have them here! 

 A--In scripture, what we today call "visitors/guests" are called "strangers/aliens," and  
       hospitality back then was not simply a legalistic chore to be followed, but a joyful  
       privilege to be enjoyed.  

  1--For example,...   Deuteronomy 10:19 says, "You shall love the stranger..."   4

       while Hebrews 13:2 says, "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers...", 
       and 1 Peter 4:9 says, "Be hospitable to one another without complaining"  --  5

       the point being, of course, that guests are to be honored. 

  2--How sad it is then, to hear stories of people visiting churches & no one speaking 
      to them, or incidents where a newcomer makes the mistake of accidentally  
      sitting in a long-time members' seat, only to get stared down or given a scowl! 

  3--You know, it's hard to "enjoy our guests" when we view them as a nuisance or  
      a temporary inconvenience, isn't it? 

 B--And yet, according to scripture, our guests are why we exist in the first place!   6

  1--And that means that instead of just "tolerating" them, we're to lavish them with  
      the love and compassion of Christ (without smothering them, of course!). 

  2--Remember that in Matthew 25:40, Jesus himself said "Whenever you've done it  
      to the least of these, you've done it to me" -- and that means that when we love  
      and truly enjoy the company of our guests at church, we're not only honoring 
      them, but we're honoring Christ himself, because they are Jesus with skin on! 
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7. A second element of Christian hospitality is learning to make loving ACCOMMODATIONS  
 for our guests.   

 A--Romans 14:1 says that we're to "welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for  
       the purpose of quarreling over opinions" -- in other words, make loving, respectful  
       accommodations for those who are different or new among you! 

 B--You know, when we have company in our home, it changes how we act and behave,  
       doesn't it?  (or at least it should!)  For one, the focus of our attention during that time is  
       usually on our company, not on other family members. 

  1--And in a truly hospitable church, shouldn't that mean that the very first people  
       we speak to during our weekly Greeting Time should be those who we don't  
       already know, rather than to "catch up" with people who we already do know?  7

  2--Turn and look around you for just a minute:  Could you call by first name all the  
       people around you that you didn't come to worship with today?  If not, let that  
       be a goal for yourself today (use Fellowship folder if needed!) 

 C--Another way having company in our home changes our behavior involves the physical  
       things we're willing to do to make them comfortable -- we get them the pillow they  
       need for their backs, the extra cream they requested in their coffee, we turn down the  
       air if they're too hot, and so on. 

  1--And in a truly hospitable church, making loving accommodations for our guests  
      might mean we install handicap-accessible pews, or have signing for the deaf, or  
      provide gluten-free elements during Holy Communion for those with allergies.   

  2--Are these an inconvenience to those who don't need them?  Maybe.  But the  
       loving thing to do... the hospitable thing to do... the thing that Jesus would do...  
       would be to do them, because they demonstrate the love of Christ by sacrificing  
       what's convenient for us for the sake of accommodating our guests. 

 D--Of course, this kind of accommodation doesn’t just "happen" -- it takes intentionality...  
      which is why today in your bulletin is an insert with an invitation from our church’s  
      Guest Services for you to help make our church as guest friendly as possible -- I invite  
      you to prayerfully consider helping out in one or more of these beginning this Fall. 

8. The last element of Christian hospitality I want to talk about today is our need to create  
 SAFE SPACES for our guests, both physically and emotionally. 

 A--Back in ancient Israel, Numbers 35 speaks of certain cities that were set aside as what 
                 were called "Cities of Refuge", where those in trouble for whatever reason could go and 
                 be safe--literal "sanctuaries" built to protect people from those who would harm them.  8
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 B--In a like manner, the Christian Church is intended to be a place of refuge from the  
      brokenness, anger, hurt and violence of our world. 
  1--It's one reason we call our worship spaces "Sanctuaries",... 
  2--...And its' also why we have policies in place for the physical protection of our  
      children and other vulnerable people specifically called "Safe Sanctuaries." 

 C--And yet, "safe space" isn't just about creating safe physical spaces, but also about  
      creating safe emotional spaces -- ensuring that our church is a place where "what  
      happens here stays here,"... 

  1--...Whether it's the private sharing of a hurt or wound while talking with fellow 
      members in the Narthex, something shared confidentially at the altar, or with a  
      a Pastor, or a prayer request made during Sunday school. 

  2--It means we need to curb our human tendency to gossip and pass on information  
      that could harm others (even if it's true!).   

  3--My point is that in today's world, the church needs to be a place where we can  
      feel "safe" in the arms of God -- where we can experience "sanctuary," not just  
      physically, but also emotionally and relationally. 

--III-- 

9. Now, there's more things we could talk about regarding how to welcome others to God’s 
  party (i.e., how to practice Christian hospitality), but if we'll focus on these three, we'll be 
 off to a good start. 

 A--We need to: (#1) genuinely enjoy our guests; (#2) make loving accommodations for  
       them; and (#3) create safe spaces for them. 

 B--In today's scripture, Paul says "welcome one another as Christ welcomed you."  So,  
      how welcoming are you?  Our behavior will determine whether or not (and how well)  
      our guest feel “Welcomed to God’s Party" here at McKendree U.M.C. 

10. [PRAYER] 

11. [Don't forget to turn in your "Hospitality" bulletin insert sheet if you feel led to consider 
  volunteering for one or more of our Guest Services ministry opportunities] 
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ENDNOTES: 

  Of course, most churches think of themselves as "friendly," but often our actions and behaviors 1

unintentionally convey something entirely different to newcomers.  Part of the problem, I think, is that 
even our churches (at least here in the Western world) have inadvertently bought into the narcissistic focus 
of today's culture, which essentially says that life is built around "me/my needs"--that the individual (not 
the community) is primary.  And the impact of that on western Christianity, is that worship has become 
primarily  (and often solely) a place where we go to learn about and connect with God.  Of course, it IS 
that, for sure!  But if that's all it is, then we've fundamentally misunderstood the teachings of the Bible 
regarding the purpose and function of Christian worship, because just as important as being a place/
opportunity to connect with God, biblical worship is also intended to be a place/opportunity for us to 
connect with each other.

  The founder of the Methodism John Wesley once called Christianity a "social religion" -- meaning that, 2

like Paul says in today's scripture, being part of God's church has much to do with how we relate to and 
welcome others (i.e., "socially") as it does about how we relate to and connect with God (i.e., "personally/
individually").

  The following three are loosely based on a sermon by Rev. John Claypool, "The Practice of Hospitality," 3

Northminster Baptist Church, 5/13/79 (portions citing Henri Nouwen).

  Read also Exodus 23:9.4

  Read also Romans 12:13, "Extend hospitality to strangers..."5

  I've heard it said that the Christian Church is the only organization in the world that primarily exists for 6

those who aren't yet there!  If so, then guess what that means? ...Our church is not primarily about you or 
me, but about the "lost sheep" who haven't yet found God!

  While on vacation several years ago in Florida, I attended a church that had what they called the "3 7

minute rule" -- during worship, members had to take 3 minutes to speak to people they didn't know before 
they were allowed to speak to those that they did know.  It was a powerful tradition!

  Read about these "Cities of Refuge" in Numbers 35:6-15.8
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