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“IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (#3): SHARE IT”  

 (Luke 3:7-14) 
© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 12-23-18] 

 --I– 

1. [Traditional Service ONLY] Read Text: Luke 3:7-14 and Pray. 

2. [WATCH VIDEO: “It’s A Wonderful Life” (1:56:49-1:59:13 =2:24 Total) -- George learns about how  
   his life of sharing has touched the lives of many others] 

 A--If you were given the chance to see what life would be like if you'd never existed, how  
       do you think the people and situations around you would be different?   Would they be  
       any different at all?  And if so, how? 

 B--In the "alternative reality" of his life that we see in today's clip, George Bailey learns 
      how much his life actually IS impacting the lives of others, and that if it weren't for 
      his generosity & self-sacrifice, the world around him would be a very different place. 

 C--He learns, in other words, that having a "wonderful life" is not really about having  
      enough material possessions, but about sharing / passing on the goodness and blessings  
      that he does have! 

3.         That's exactly what I want us to focus on today, too, as we continue our Advent-Christmas 
 series in which we're using both scripture and insights from the famous movie to unpack  
 biblical lessons for finding meaning and purpose to life, especially during the holidays. 

--II-- 

4. Today's scripture from Luke 3 actually highlights the importance of George's discovery  
 that SHARING is a vital part of having a "wonderful life."  

 A--Here we find John the Baptist trying to prepare people for the coming Messiah who've 
                  been presuming that their religious heritage and rituals were all that were necessary to 
                  having a vital relationship with God.  

  1--Verse 8, for example, says that at least some of the crowd had been claiming  
      that having "Abraham as our ancestor" was sufficient... to which John replies 
      that God could make children of Abraham from the stones around them! 

  2--No! he says,... "Bear fruits worthy of repentance," and then goes on (in Verses 
       11-14) to give examples of what those "fruits" might look like in practice: 
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                        3--In Verse 11 he says that "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who  
       has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.”  

  4--In Verse 13 he tells the tax collectors to“Collect no more than the amount  
      prescribed for you," and in Verse 14 tells soldiers "Do not extort money from  
      anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 

 C--He's saying, in other words, that having true faith and being a true follower of God is  
      not defined by a person's background, or by their religious practices, or even by  
      whether or not they hold certain "correct" beliefs, but how well they get outside  
      themselves and share what they have with those around them in need. 

 D--...OR, putting all this in today's context: ...having a "wonderful life" (especially during  
      the holidays) is not just about decorating our houses, or singing Christmas carols, or  
      even attending Christmas church services (as important as those are), but about being  
      generous and sharing with others the blessings and goodness of our own lives. 

5. To understand why this is the case, all we have to do is notice what happens when we  
 don't live that way -- E.G., when (instead of living lives of generosity and sharing) we live  
 selfish, self-indulgent lives centered around "me, myself, and I"! 

 A--In the Jimmy Stewart movie, we see this kind of selfish attitude in the character of Mr.  
      Potter, the miserly old man who was only interested in the "bottom line." 

 B--And -- not to confuse the metaphor -- but Mr. Potter was merely the latest version of  
      another famous Christmas miser from a story written 100 years earlier by Charles  
     Dickens: ...Ebenezer Scrooge, who lived life (at first at least) only for himself & for profit. 

 C--In today's scripture, John the Baptist rails against such people as being a "brood of  
      vipers" (Verse 7), and against that kind of attitude as being metaphorically like an  
      unfruitful tree that's only fit to be "cut down and thrown into the fire" (Verse 9). 

6. My point is that any way you describe it, a life of centered only on ourselves (whether 
            during the holidays or at any other time of the year) will not help us experience the kind of 
            "wonderful life" that most of us desire. 

 A--Instead, having a “wonderful life” -- according to these stories and scriptures --  
       involves learning to share and "pass on" to others the material, emotional, and even  
      spiritual blessings that we do have. 

             B--And why is this?  Well, it's not simply to avoid becoming Mr. Potters or Ebenezer 
       Scrooges, but so that we can discover true joy and contentment in life. 

  1--George's experience, for instance, enabled him to see the "glass" of his life and  
       its circumstances as "half full" (or more), rather than as "half empty" -- it 
                             helped him appreciate how blessed he really was in the first place! 
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             2--Sharing, in other words, helped him to get outside of himself long enough the 
                             get a proper perspective on life! -- and so it will do for us, as well. 

7. A few years ago I had the privilege of traveling with one of my churches on a mission trip 
 to El Salvador in Central America.  

 A--And while we did help build a new church building in a small village on the edge of a 
      jungle near Ahuachapán, I believe the most meaningful thing that we did that trip took 
      the form of a food distribution ministry. 

  1--Each day after we arrived at the construction site, the pastor of the Methodist 
      church we were building would take part of our group on a walk around the 
      community, visiting families and giving each a bag of canned goods and other 
       non-perishable food items that we'd packed back at the mission house.  

  2--Many of these families lived in homes with mud walls and tin roofs, so the food 
       was very welcome.  But more than the food, what they seemed most glad to 
       receive was the company of these "foreigners" (us!).  

  3--They would welcome us with great hospitality, give us small gifts, we would sit 
       and listen as they told stories about their families and their lives, and when the 
       time was right, we would also share with them how much God loves them.  

  4--Granted, most of our team spoke little or no Spanish, so we had to rely on the 
      pastor to translate, but the relationships we built were real and meaningful. 

 B--And what was indelibly marked in my mind from that trip was the importance of 
      sharing with others not just tangible things, but more importantly, of sharing ourselves. 
 

--III-- 

8. Now, I know that most of us have probably already finished our Christmas shopping. 

 A--But, in the time we have left and into next year, what would it look like if we all 
       consciously looked for ways to share Christmas not just with our family friends, but 
       also with those around us who cannot ever give back to us? 

 B--Sure, that may -- for one -- take the form of helping other in material, tangible ways.  

  1--Maybe it would mean us volunteering to serve at Lawrenceville Co-Op 
      sometime over the holidays. 

  2--Or helping to deliver blankets from our church to Gwinnett Medical Center this 
       coming Christmas Eve afternoon through our annual "Great Night of Service." 
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  3--Or maybe you want to invite a workmate, neighbor, friend or family to attend 
       one of our Christmas Eve services with you. 

  4--Or maybe it's something as simple as doing at least one "Random Act of 
       Kindness" between now & the new year - e.g., pay for someone's bill in line 
       behind you, or helping a neighbor with yard work, holding the door open for  
       someone, or even letting someone in line behind you go ahead, etc.  1

 C--But more importantly, sharing Christmas might also take the form of us simply sharing 
      the good news of Jesus by sharing ourselves with someone else who needs it. 

  1--Remember, you and I may be the only Bible some people ever read, the only 
         church some people ever attend, the only Jesus they ever see.  

  2--So, how will you share Jesus with someone who needs him this Christmas? 

  3--Maybe it's your next-door neighbor, or someone in your workplace, or the sales 
         clerk in the checkout line at Walmart, or perhaps even the grumpy member of 
       your own family who's always "Mr. Potter" about Christmas. 

 D--Whatever we do and however we do it, the invitation today is to be (like George Bailey 
       did, and like what John the Baptist encourages us to do, even in his rather coarse 
       language): ...people who make a difference in our world by the sharing the wealth and 
       blessings of our lives with others around us. 

9. When we do that, we'll discover that the "wonderful life" we're seeking can truly be ours,  
 not just during the holidays, but the whole year long! 

10. [PRAYER] 
ENDNOTES: 

  For creative ideas, visit online www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas. 1

http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas

