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“IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (#1): ENVISION IT”  

 (Luke 21:25-36) 
© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 12-2-18] 

 --I– 
1. Read Text: Luke 21:25-36 and Pray. 

2. [WATCH VIDEO: “It’s A Wonderful Life” (0:06:25-0:07:10 AND 0:16:18-0:18:14 = 2:41 Total --  
 young George shares life plans with young Mary AND older George discusses life plans with father)]  

 A--We all want to live a “wonderful life,” don't we? And perhaps at no time of the year 
       are we more keenly aware of this than around the Christmas holidays.  

  1--The music, decorations, holiday activities... all of these heighten our desire for 
       the experiences and relationships of life to be as close to "perfect" as possible.   

  2--And yet, we all know that that kind of life is elusive -- it can't just be conjured  
                             up because we want it to be so, & neither does it usually just fall into our laps. 

 B--So, what does it take, then, to truly have a "wonderful life"?  What does that phrase  
      really mean?  And what are some things that have to happen for that to come to pass? 

 C--Well, that's what we're going to be talking about in a worship series between now and 
      Christmas, using both scripture and video clips from the famous holiday movie of the 
      same name to unpack biblical lessons for finding meaning and purpose in life.  1

3. So, I want to argue that the first thing we need to know about having a "wonderful life" is 
 the value and importance of VISION -- that is:  of not only knowing what a "wonderful 
 life" really IS, but also of having a picture in our minds of how to go about achieving it.  

 A--We saw earlier in the two clips from the movie that George had some pretty lofty ideas  
      and visions for what he wanted to do with his life -- visions that kept him going. 

 B--But many of us know (and as George himself later discovers), sometimes the visions 
      that give us the most satisfaction and meaning are not the ones we initially pursue,  
      but ones that we accidentally discover along the way. 

  1--So, even though George never achieves his vision of traveling around the world 
       or building tall buildings, along the way he discovers an even more meaningful 
       vision:  that of helping others & making a difference in their lives.  

  2--He discovers that having a "wonderful life" is not so much about traveling all 
                             the places he wanted, or accumulating materials possessions that he desired 
                             (like a house or car), or even achieving certain financial goals. 
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   3--Instead, he learns (& we can too) that it's really about participating in a vision 
       of HOPE for the future that gives us courage to live confidently in the present.  
                          

--II-- 

4. Well, that's exactly what we also find in today's scripture from Luke 21. 

 A--These words of Jesus are part of what's known as the "Apocalyptic" materials of the 
       Bible, which are popularly thought of as visions about the future/end of the world. 

  1--And Verses 25-31 certain contain references to that... the "signs in the sun,  
       moon, and stars," the "power of the heavens shaken," the "Son of Man coming  
       in a cloud with power and great glory" (i.e., the "Second Coming" of Christ),  
       and also what's know as the "Parable of the Fig Tree." 

  2--But if we look more carefully, we'll notice that (as in all apocalyptic writings)  
       the focus of the words here is not so much on the future but on the present --  
       not so much on predicting what may be, but on giving hope to what is. 
   (a) For example, Verse 28 says "When these things begin to take place, 
        stand up & raise your heads because your redemption is drawing near" 
   (b) So also in Vs. 31 after Jesus tells about the fig tree, "When you see these  
        things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near." 

 B--Clearly the purpose of Jesus telling these visions about the "end of time" was NOT to 
      predict the future, but to better prepare the hearts & lives of his hearers for the present 
      -- so that they (and we) would be spiritually ready for whatever happens to us today. 

  1--And you may remember that that's a technique also used in the Jimmy Stewart 
                            movie, where an angel ("Clarence") uses alternate reality to help George 
                            understand reality -- he's given a vision of what the world would be without him 
                            so that he can more clearly understand his significance/purpose in the world. 

  2--In the same way, Jesus here uses a vision of potential reality to help his hearers  
      (and us) better face reality -- or, to say it again... he's sharing a vision of hope for  
       the future so that we can have courage to live confidently in the present. 

5. You see, that's one of the key purposes of VISION:  to give us a proper perspective on the  
 future (and sometimes even the past) in order to truly appreciate and value our present. 

 A--On the one hand, there are some people who live their lives defined by the challenges 
      and obstacles of their past. 

  1--Some of us have made mistakes that we simply can't forgive ourselves for, or 
      have been surrounded our whole life by people who put us down & made us feel 
      small & insignificant, & to this day we've allow ourselves to be defined by that. 
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  2--A member at a former church once shared an email that I think says it all, 
       "Whatever is in your past, whatever you have done that the enemy throws in  
        your face (lying, debt, fear, hatred, anger, unforgiveness, bitterness, etc.),  
        whatever it is, Jesus Christ was standing at the window and saw the whole  
        thing.  He wants you to know He loves you and that you are forgiven, and he  
        wonders how long you will let the enemy make a slave of you?!” 

  3--If you think about it, that's really the purpose of Jesus' exhortation in Vss. 34-36 
                             to "Be on guard," and "Be alert at all times..."  against all kinds of "dissipation 
                             and drunkenness and worries of this life"-- as if to say that these types of things  
       have been problems in the past!  

  4--So, what I think Jesus is saying here is that having a proper vision in the present  
       can save us from being a slave to our past -- it can help us see God's redeeming  
       power at work in our lives today, so that we can choose to be defined by His  
       perfect love for us, rather than by those other imperfect parts of our lives. 

 B--And yet, some of us aren't so much defined by the challenges and obstacles of our past  
       as we are by the fears and doubts about our future. 

  1--In other words, all too often we are people defined by fear, not faith. 
      (a) For example, some of us live life more in fear of what will happen to us or  
           our loved ones if we or they get sick (or die!) than we do in the faith of  
           Romans 14:8 that says "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die in  
           the Lord; so whether we live or die, we are the Lord's." 
      (b) Some of us live more in fear of what the economy may do to our jobs, or our  
            savings accounts, than in putting our faith in the who One says in Matt. 6:21 
                                  that "where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  
      (c) And this year, there are some Methodists (maybe here but certainly in other 
            places) who are so fearful about what will happen to our denomination at the 
           called special session of General Conference next February that they are 
           withholding money & ministry that belongs to God for His use in the here 
            and now.  
      (d) I could go on, but you get the idea... some of us have allowed our fears and 
           doubts about the future to cloud and paralyze our actions in the present. 

  2--And yet, true vision from God can give us faith to counteract that fear -- which  
      is why Jesus shared today's vision with his followers in the first place... not to  
      spread gloom or anxiety about the future, but to offer hope and confidence to the 
                            present -- i.e., that there's is a better world coming, so hang in there! 

  3--And the same question challenges each of us in our own lives... will we choose 
                            to be people of faith? or people of fear?  
   (a) Will we be God's people, guided by a confident faith and trust in the   
        One who's hope transcends the limitations of logic and rationality? 
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   (b) Or will we be people of the world, guided by fear and doubt about  
         what "might" happen, relying merely on earthly definitions of security?  

             4--Put another way: Will we be guided by who we are and can become in Christ?  
                             Or will we still allow ourselves to be defined by the world? 

  5--The words of one famous Advent hymn capture the hope of the holiday season: 
   "Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free.   
           From our fears and doubts release us, let us find our rest in thee."  2

--III-- 

6. So, what's your vision for having a "wonderful life"?  Does it mainly concern what you  
 have and what you do for yourself?  Or is it about who you are and can become in Christ,  
 and about what (as a result of that relationship) you can do and become for others? 

 A--As George Bailey learns in the movie, a "wonderful life" based only on a vision of 
       ourselves is a recipe for discouragement and disappointment. 

 B--But as today's scripture reminds us, a "wonderful life" based on a vision of faith and  
      trust in God can not only free us from the challenges of our past and the fears of our  
      future,... 

 C--...But give each of us courage to live confidently in the present... not just during the  
      Advent-Christmas holidays, but the whole year long! 

7. [PRAYER] 

8. [HOLY COMMUNION] 

ENDNOTES: 

  A recent USAToday article rated "Its A Wonderful Life" as the #2 best holiday movie (https://1

www.usatoday.com/story/life/entertainthis/2018/11/23/scrooged-30th-anniversary-20-best-christmas-
movies-ranked/2083395002/)

  Lyrics from Verse #1 of Charles Wesley's famous Advent hymn "Come, Thou Long Expected 2

Jesus" (United Methodist Hymnal #196).
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