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 "THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING (#5):  LOVE" 
 (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 

© 2019 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 2-10-19] 
 --I-- 

1. Read Text (NRSV): 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and Pray. 

2. We’re continuing our worship series "The Gift That Keeps Giving," in which we've 
  been unpacking six ways that God’s gift of Jesus at Christmas can make a difference  
  in our everyday lives all year long. 

  A--And, of course, each week we’ve been highlighting that week’s topic with a gift that 
             Pastor Ryan has placed in our large gift box here. ... [Ryan is offstage]  

   1--Where is he?... Well, let’s go see what’s there anyway... [Under breath...]  
             You know, this Thursday is Valentine’s Day, so I bet it’s something about a 
              heart, don’t you think?  [OPEN BOX only to find it EMPTY…] 

   2--Ryan, where are you?  And where’s my gift?... [Ryan comes on-stage 
        carrying puppy…]  Wow! He’s beautiful! What’s his name, and what does 
        he have to do with today’s theme?  [Ryan: This is ZuZu. We LOVE our 
              pets, and what better way celebrate the Sunday before Valentine’s Day 
             than with "Puppy Love”. After all, everyone LOVES a puppy!] 

  B--Cool! Thanks, Ryan!  So, today we’re being reminded that another one of the great 
            gifts that God gives us through Jesus is... the gift of LOVE. 

--II-- 

3. Of course, I'm sure we all already know that the love the Bible talks about is very 
  different than the love we have for our pets.   

  A--In fact, ancient Greek contains four different words that we today translate into our 
        single English word "love":  

   1--There was storgé, which referred to the cherishing of one's family/kindred, 
            especially in reference to the love between parents and children. 

   2--There was philia (phileo), sometimes translated as "brotherly love"  
           (Gk philadelphia), and it means to have a friendship, affection, or fondness 
           for someone or something (like ice cream, or your dog, or your friend).  
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   3--And there was also eros, which is often thought of as sexual desire (hence the 
           English word "erotic"), but it more accurately refers merely to selfish desire 
           = love for something/someone because of what they can do for us! 

   4--Yet, neither storgé nor eros appear anywhere in the New Testament, and philia 
        appears only 6 times! 

  B--Instead, the word that appears over 150 times (including 8 of those in today's scripture 
       from 1 Corinthians 13) is the Greek word agape.  1

   1--It refers to UNselfish, benevolent concern for the well-being of another --  
        love which puts the needs of others first, even ahead of  one's own needs. 

   2--It is love which gives and expects nothing in return, giving us the ability to 
        love the most unlovely and unlovable. 

4. Now, many of us know that today's scripture is also popularly called the "Love Chapter", 
  and that because of its beautiful, poetic language about "love," it's often read at weddings. 

  A--But what most people don't realize is that when Paul wrote these words to the 
        Christians in the Greek city of Corinth, he was doing so because they were bitterly 
        divided over a variety of issues of theology and practice, foremost of which was 
        their disagreement over the proper use of spiritual gifts. 

   1--In Chapters 12 and 14, Paul explicitly addresses the misuse and abuse of these, 
        but notice that today's scripture (Ch. 13) is stuck right smack in the middle, as 
        if agape love should be the "meat" of the "sandwich" around which the heated 
        discussion about spiritual gifts was merely the "bread." 

   2--It's almost as if, by this chapter's very placement, Paul wants to say,  
       "Look folks, agape love needs to be at the very heart of this matter that you are 
        disagreeing about.  You don't all have to agree with each other, but you 
        do all nevertheless need to love each other, even through your disagreement." 

  B--Now, does that sounds like something we need to hear today? I think it does. 
  
   1--I think we are so divided by this topic, or that subject, by this way of doing 
       things or that, so entrenched in our own views & sense of "correctness", that we 
       don't know how to truly love people who think or live differently than us. 

   2--We find this in our politics, our social lives, & (yes) even in the disagreements 
        we have in our churches over theology and the practice of ministry. 
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5. And yet, according to Paul, having the "correct/right" views about something are never as 
  important than the practice of agape love towards others. 

  A--Listen to what he says in Verses 1-3,  
   "If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have agape, I am a 
    noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 
    all mysteries & all knowledge, & if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
    but do not have agape, I am nothing.  If I give away all my possessions, and if I 
    hand over my body to be burned, but do not have agape, I gain nothing." 

  B--Now, I may be wrong (and you're welcome to think so) but if Paul were alive today, I 
       wonder if he might re-word those verses to say something like this, 
   "If I can quote 100 scriptures by memory, and have perfect attendance at Sunday 
    School and worship for the last 10 years, but don't have agape at my core, then 
    I'm just an irritating busybody. 
    And if I can share my faith boldly with strangers, and possess absolute 
    doctrinal purity where I know the "correct" way, but don't express those through 
    agape love, then I'm an obnoxious, ringing cell phone that no one ever picks up, 
    or an unanswered email notification that keeps going off.   
    If I give away all my possessions to the poor, and stand up for the rights of 
    the oppressed, but do not have agape, then I am nothing.  
    If I'm an expert in getting my views heard and adopted, but I do so in a 
    way that tramples those who's views are different, then I'm just fooling myself 
    thinking I have Christian faith." 

   C--Again, you can disagree with that re-interpretation of Paul if you want, but my point is 
        that -- however we articulate it -- God invites us to let agape love be the consistent 
        heart of who we are and what we do as followers of Jesus Christ.  2

  D--How does 1 John 4 put it?...  
       "Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
         born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
         love.... Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another..."  3

    
6. Yes, it's true that the kind of love we're talking about here does not come easily or 
  naturally for any of us. 

  A--Even the famous GA Methodist pastor Cecil Myers once said, "I've never met a 
       person I couldn't love, but I've had some close calls."  -- I know what's like, and  4

       I'm sure you do, too. 

  B--But remember, God doesn't expect us to possess this kind of love inherently, but 
       instead gives us the power (or Strength) of His Holy Spirit (that Pastor Ryan talked 
       about last week) to grow in this kind of love over the course of our lives.   5
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  C--Through that power, not only can we choose to receive that kind of love for ourselves, 
        but can also choose to pass it on to others. 

--III-- 

7. So as we wrap up, here's what I want to invite us all to do... 

  A--After I pray, I want you to take just a few minutes to think about ONE way that you 
       feel that God might be calling you to CHOOSE to act in agape love this next week. 

   1--Maybe you'll choose to be more loving towards your spouse, children, 
       parents, schoolmates, or workmates. 

   2--Maybe you'll open a dialogue with that person you haven't spoken to in a year. 

   3--Maybe you'll choose to sign up for the youth "Do Good" Dinner this coming 
          Friday, or to register for our "Rise Against Hunger" event February 23rd. 

   4--Maybe its something as simple as being more patient with the drivers around 
        you on the road. 

  B--Whatever it is, after you've thought of it, I want you to do something you're normally 
        told NOT to do in church.... take your cell phone OUT and do one of two things with 
         what you've decided to do to "ChooseLove":  
   #1--Post it on one of your social media feeds; or... 
   #2--Text it to a friend or family member.    
   #3--And if you don't own a smart phone (or it's not with you), then write down 
          what you've decided on your bulletin or a piece of paper, and give it today to 
         someone you trust. 

  C--You see, through his gift of Jesus, God chose to give us a gift of love.  How will you 
       "ChooseLove" in the next week or so as your gift back to Him? 

8. [PRAYER] 

9. [Congregants take their smart phones out and post or text or write ONE thing they have 
   felt called to do to "ChooseLove" over the next week or so] 

10. [AT BENEDICTION:  As you leave, our ushers will be giving everyone a plastic cling to 
   remind you to "ChooseLove" in all things.  You may put this on the inside of your car 
   windshield, or school textbooks, or home/work refrigerator. But whatever you do with it, 
   put it where it can be a constant reminder of God's invitation to "ChooseLove"  ] 6
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ENDNOTES: 

  Olive Tree Enhanced Strong's Dictionary, Greek Term #g0026.  It is sometimes also translated as 1

"charity"

 Notice I said the goal is for us to share agape love with others as the "consistent heart" of our faith.  I 2

should point out that even the most spiritually mature Christians have slip-ups from time to time -- 
instances when they say or do things that perhaps do not exemplify the high ideals of Christian love (I do 
this sometimes, even as your pastor).  Yet, authentically mature Christian does NOT have a repeated 
pattern of these -- the goal is not 100% perfection, but consistency.  So don't judge your sisters or brothers 
too quickly or too harshly when they falter every now and again, but instead look for what the pattern is 
in their lives.  Remember that in Matthew 7 (Vss. 15-20), Jesus says, "You shall know [true Christians] by 
their fruit" -- and agape "love" is, of course, the greatest "fruit" of all.

  1 John 4:7-8, 11-123

  Heard by Pastor Brian from one of his former pastors, the now-retired North Georgia UM Pastor Rev. 4

Gary Parrish in Fall 1994.

  Galatians 5:22 refers to agape love as one of the "fruit" of the Spirit -- meaning a characteristic of God 5

that we can grow into and become more like God in our practice of.

  Suggested #ChooseLove lines for Social Media: 6

How did you choose love today? 
Did you choose love today? 
What upcoming situation do you need help choosing love in? 
What person do you need to choose love in your interactions with? 
"No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends" (Jesus in John 15:13) 
God chose love for you. His name is Jesus. 
Choosing love sometimes means choosing the difficult path 
Choosing love can bring unexpected blessings 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might" (Moses in 
Deuteronomy 6:5) 
"Love the stranger among you, for you were also once strangers in the land of Egypt." (Moses in 
Deuteronomy 10:19) 
"Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you" (Jesus in Luke 6:27) 
"Love your neighbor as yourself" (Jesus in Mark 12:31) 
"Love one another, just as I have loved you" (Jesus in John 13:34) 
"God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us" (Paul in Romans 5:8) 
"Love is patient; love is kind" (Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:4) 
"Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude." (Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:4) 
"Love does not insist on its own way" (Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:5) 
"Love is not irritable or resentful" (Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:5) 
"Love bears, believes, hopes and endures all things" (Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:7) 
"Speak the truth, but in love" (Paul in Ephesians 4:15) 
"Love covers a multitude of sins" (1 Peter 4:8) 
"Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love" (1 John 4:8) 
"We love because God first loved us" (1 John 4:19)


