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“EVERYTHING MADE NEW” 

(Revelation 21:1-6a) 
© 2019 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[PROPS NEEDED:  Etch-A-Sketch & "Baptism Commitment Cards"] 
[McKendree U.M.C.; 1-6-19] 
 --I-- 

1.   Read Text (CEB): Revelation 21:1-6a and Pray. 

2. When I was little, I used to have one of these [...SHOW ETCH-A-SKETCH WITH “2019”  
 WRITTEN ON IT...] and loved to play with it, attempting to draw pictures or messages 
 with its magnetic points – something not always so easy to do! 

 A--But of course, the neatest thing about an “Etch-A-Sketch” is what you can do with the  
      drawing once you’re finished  with it... [SHAKE UP ETCH-A-SKETCH...] 

 B--...You shake it up and everything erases so you can start over. 

3. You know in many ways the new year is a lot like this “Etch-A-Sketch” toy: ...it gives us  
 a chance to start over fresh and new. 

 A--In fact, there’s something about New Year's which compels us forward. 

  1--Perhaps it’s simply the challenge of something new and different. 

  2--Perhaps it’s the satisfaction and ease of knowing that there's a time and place  
      for beginning again & starting over, & that our past won’t be held against us.  1

 B--So if this is true for our physical lives, then why wouldn't we have opportunities like 
       that in our spiritual lives, as well? 

4. In fact, New Year's reminds us that when God comes in to our hearts, everything is made 
 new in us, ...if we’ll only learn to appropriate that newness. 

 A--Today’s scripture from Revelation 21 speaks of such newness throughout, with  
          God even saying quite plainly (in Verse 5) “See, I am making all things new.”  2

  1--In other words, when we learn to appropriate the “newness” available through 
      Jesus Christ, God gives us a chance -- just like an "Etch-A-sketch" -- to erase 
       the old and have a fresh start. 

  2–When we learn to appropriate these, then we learn that we don’t have to live  
      with the habits, addictions, patterns of behavior, attitudes, and actions which  
      we've often felt trapped by from the past.  
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 B--Instead, we can be made new and free if we’ll allow God to work within us.  3

5. And so, one popular thing we do each New Year's to hold us accountable and give us a 
 reason to want to change is to make “New Year's Resolutions.” 

--II-- 

6. Well today, I'd like to invite us all to make a unique spiritual “New Year's resolution” of  
 our own, and be reminded of a resolution that God made with us long ago: I want to  
 invite us all to renew our covenant with God through the renewal of our baptism vows. 

 A--If this is new to you, let just remind us that we renew commitments all the time: 

  1–When renewing marriage vows, couples renew their commitment to each other. 

  2–When we say the pledge of allegiance to the U.S. flag, or even sing our national 
      anthem, we’re renewing our commitment to our country. 

  3--So, why not also renew our relationship with God from time to time?  That’s 
      precisely what baptism renewal is all about. 

 B--Of course, many of us may not remember making vows at our baptism, especially if  
     we were baptized as an infant or child. 

 C–But remember, nowhere does the Bible teach that a person has to be an adult or 
      "understand what they're doing" to be baptized,  because baptism is not really about 4

      what we do (or don't do) but about what God has done (and is doing)! 

7. Instead, biblical baptism is best understood as consisting of two equally important parts:  
 (1) GOD’S part; and (2) OUR part. 

 A--[ON SCREEN, SHOW GRAPHIC OF GOD'S PART ("initiating love")...] In  
       the 1ST PART, GOD claims us & promises to love & be faithful to us no matter what 

  1–Since this part recognizes God’s covenant with us, & doesn't require a response  
    on our part, it doesn't matter what age we are, or whether we understand it or not 

  2–The message here is that before we’re old enough to even be aware of (or care)  
      that there is a God & what that means, God loves us - period! (Romans 5:8, "God 
         proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.") 

  3–“Infant/Children’s Baptism” focuses us on this part of baptism. 

 B–[ON SCREEN, SHOW GRAPHIC OF OUR PART ("response of faith")...]  
      The second part is OUR PART, in which we’re invited to claim God’s love, grace, and  
     forgiveness for ourselves by faith, and to accept our responsibility to live as His child. 
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  1–In many Christian traditions (such as our own), the rite of “Confirmation” (that 
      we'll begin later this month) is one tool to help lead previously baptized youth 
         to understand and embrace the second part of baptism,...  

  2–...which is commonly called “personal acceptance of Jesus as Lord & Savior.” 

  3–And since this does require a personal understanding of (and commitment to) 
      what one is doing, we call this “Adult/Believer’s Baptism.” 
      
 C--But whether we’ve been baptized as an infant & later Confirmed, or were baptized 
       as a youth/adult, all Christians are in need of opportunities to reaffirm their baptism 
       baptism, for while God is always faithful to us, we’re not always faithful back to him. 

8. One of those ways is Holy Communion (that we'll be inviting all to share in later today). 

 A--But another way is by giving those who’ve been previously baptized an opportunity  
       to reaffirm the covenant of our own baptism,... 

 B--...Remembering that when we renew our baptism, we're not being “RE-baptized” (as 
      if God didn’t get it right the first time!) but merely being reminded of both God's part 
       and Our part/responsibility, and being thankful for it. 

 C–And for those here who’ve never been baptized before (either as an infant or as an 
      adult), you'll have a chance to respond by receiving Holy Communion and, if you 
      want, to let myself or Pastor Ryan know of your desire to learn what it would take for 
      you to be baptized for the first time. 

9. So today, we're celebrating God's love for us -- the one who can cause "Everything [to  
 be] Made New" in our lives not only for the new year, but also every day in it! 

10. [PRAY] 

11. [HOLY COMMUNION & BAPTISMAL COVENANT RENEWAL...] 

 A--ALL are invited to come for Holy Communion as a renewal of your faith for 2019. 

 B--Then, those who've been previously baptized can continue to the baptismal renewal  
       stations to use the water (which symbolizes your baptism) whatever way you want as 
       a sign of your renewed commitment to God (i.e., touch it, or use it to make the sign of 
       a cross on your forehead, or even just look at it). 

 C--And if you've never been baptized and are interested in finding out what would be 
      required for that, pick up a "Baptism Response Card" at one if the baptism stations,  
      take it back to your seat, fill it out, and hand it either to me or Pastor Ryan on your 
      way out of church today -- we'll contact you about a time to talk with you about 
      Baptism and a time you can be baptized during a later service here at MUMC. 
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12. [Suggested Closing 11am Hymn UMH#378 “Amazing Grace”] 

ENDNOTES: 

  You know, in medieval England, if you owed a debt that you couldn't pay, you were jailed until you 1

could pay it.  The irony, of course, was that all the time you were in jail, the debt continued to pile up -- 
there was no way to break out of the cycle and start over. 
      Today, bankruptcy laws protect us from such treatment by creditors and give us a chance to reorganize 
and begin again.  In other words, even in today’s financial world, we’re given opportunities to begin again 
and start over.

  Earlier in the Bible (2 Corinthians 5:17) Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new 2

creation; the old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!”

  But the key is that we must want it -- we must want to change and want to let God help us be made new 3

again.  And more often than not, that is the slippery part.  Sometimes we want to change, but we don’t 
want it enough to let God or even God working through someone else help us do anything about it

  There are Christian traditions, however, that teach that.4


