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“DO WHAT YOU CAN” 

 (John 11:32-45) 
© 2019 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 7-28-19] 
 --I-- 

1. Read Text (NRSV): John 11:32-45 and Pray. 

2. Problems! Problems! Problems!  We've all got them!  And the only place we'll find 
people who don't have in problems [Point to Cemetery]... is out in a cemetery somewhere. 

A--Like it or not, you see, even as Christians we're going to face challenges and 
      difficulties in life.  So, the question becomes not how to avoid problems, but how  
     to face and deal with them when they do come our way. 

B--And we humans tend to deal with problems in at least two different ways: 

3. On the one hand, some of us try to handle problems ALL BY OURSELVES. 

A--We get into a jam, or we lose a loved one, or a job, or a marriage, and we think that  
      the only person we can trust to get us through our pain is... ourselves! 

1--So, we're too prideful to ask for help -- we don't ask to the church prayer list,  
    or to talk to a Pastor, Stephen Minister, or Counselor; and some of us, in fact,  
    think we don't need God, the church, or others at all! 

2--But in doing it that way, we're like old Farmer Jones who was so proud of 
     himself because he'd just bought his first chainsaw, guaranteed to cut five big  
     oak trees in an hour.   But 24 hours later, he came back to the story steaming 
     mad.  "Instead of five trees in an hour," he said, "It only cut five trees all day!"  

  Somewhat puzzled, the store clerk stepped outside with the saw, gave the 
      cord a rip, and fired up the saw.  And the deafening roar of the engine startled  
           Farmer Jones so much that he stumbled backwards. And in obvious confusion, 
      he called out, "What's that noise?" 

B--Well, that's kind of what we do when we try to handle our problems in our own  
      strength, without asking for help -- and yet, many of us do just this! 

4. There are others of us, though, who do the exact opposite -- we expect GOD to handle 
all our problems for us, while we don't lift a finger to help! 

 A--Many of you, I'm sure, know the story about the man trapped on top of his car by the 
      flooding of a hurricane.  And when the rising water was up to his knees, a rowboat of 
      rescue workers came by, shouting for him to get in.  "No thanks," the man said, "the 
      Lord will provide." 
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A short while later, a motor boat came by to save him.  By this time the waters 

were just above his waist, but again he declined: "No thanks, the Lord will provide."  
Soon the water soon reached his chin when a helicopter offered him one last chance at 
rescue. But the man was adamant, "Thanks, but I don't need your help; God will 
provide a way." 

Well, before the helicopter got home, the man was at the entrance to heaven, 
mad as a hornet, banging at the Pearly Gates.  Finally, after being admitted, he made 
his way to God's throne to complain, "God," he said, "The last thing I remember was 
that I was in trouble, and I was praying and trusting you.  So WHY did you let me 
drown?" 

And God just shook his head and said "Look, mister, we sent you two boats 
and a helicopter.  What more do you want?" 

B--You know, there are times when we can take care of our problems all by ourselves. 
     And there are other times when praying and trusting God is all we need to do!  

5. But today's scripture from John 11 (the story of Jesus raising his friend Lazarus from  
 the dead) offers us a third way to deal with our problems -- a way that I think is far better 
 than these other two alternatives.   
 --II-- 

6. First, in Verse 34, Jesus said to Mary and Martha, (NRSV) "'Show me where you have 
 laid him.' [And] they said to him, 'Lord, come and see.'" 

A--In other words, one of the first things we need to do when we're struggling with 
       problems, trials, and troubles is to tell them to Jesus in prayer -- to let him know 

      what's bothering us; I.E., we have to admit our pain, trouble, or obstacle.  1

B--Too often today, I think God has difficulty helping us because we never admit to 
      having the problem(s) in the first place! 

1--Maybe we’re secretly facing feelings of loneliness, regret, or grief. 

2--Or maybe we’re harboring bitterness or resentment, or leading a secret double  
     life of sin that we know is wrong, but we’re caught in an addictive web. 

 3--And yet, we can't bring ourselves to admit -- not only to others but also to God 
      and even to ourselves -- that we have a problem that's too big for us. 

 C--Which is why if this is case, I think Jesus would want to say to us,  “Show me where  
      you've laid him...”-- that is: “Show me your problem. Admit that you have it!” 

D--And in so doing, he's inviting us to respond (in our own way), “Lord, come and see.” 

7. Well, second:  in Verse 39 Jesus then says to Mary and Martha “Take away the stone.” 
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A--You know, there are often “stones” in our lives which must be first removed before 
      God can minister His healing touch: bitterness; resentment; prejudice; our own “bad 
      habits”; a bad attitude -- all of these are things which block God's power in our lives. 

B--And even though Mary and Martha protested and gave excuses (“Lord, there's already 
      a stench..."), Verse 41 says that finally, in the end,...“they removed the stone.” 

C--You know, like them, you and I often want to give excuses for why we want to hold 
      onto the pain and hurt of our problems: 

1--“Lord, he or she hurt me and I just can't forgive them!” 
2--“Lord, everyone's doing it!” 
3--“Lord, people wouldn’t like me if they really knew me.” 
4--“Lord, I can't change this about myself -- I've always been this way!” 

D--Yet, instead of the excuses, Jesus says “[Brian, Ryan, John, Susan, Bob, Betty,  
      (your name)...], if you want to be rid of your problem, then quit giving excuses 
      and instead ‘remove the stone(s)’ in your life that are blocking me from working!” 

 E--What stone are YOU holding in place that's preventing God from helping you? 

8. Then, in Verse 44, after Lazarus has been raised, Jesus says, “Unbind him, & let him go.” 

A--You know, there's a lot of us who are "bound up" with problems, issues, or conditions 
     that we think can never be overcome -- bondage that results in a kind of spiritual/ 
     emotional "death" where we feel abandoned and unloved by others, and even by God. 

B--And not only are WE "bound up," but sometimes you and I do things that cause others 
     to be "wrapped up" in smelly cloths of bondage, as well: 

1--We spread gossip or rumors about others (whether it’s true or not!), 
2--We tell or listen to racist jokes, or poke fun at someone for some reason, 
3--Or we judge others because of their lifestyle or their beliefs,  
4--And far from acting like live Christians, we act like dead pagans in our  
     world -- and it's no wonder, then, that people are turned off by our Christianity! 

C--But Jesus says to us, “Unbind them, and let them go” -- when Jesus works in us, we 
     don't have to stay in bondage to feelings, habits, or addictions, and we certainly don't 
     need to cause others to be bound up, either. 

 --III-- 

9. "Show me your problem.  Remove the stone.  Unbind them & let them go" -- three short  
 phrases from Jesus that illustrate God's plan for handling problems in life today -- a plan  
 best summarized as this:  “Do what YOU can do;  Let GOD  do what you can't do.” 
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A--Think about it: Jesus said to Mary and Martha... 
1--”YOU show me where he has been laid;...I'LL minister to your hurts & grief.” 
2--”YOU take away the stone; ...I'LL raise him from the dead.” 
3--”YOU unbind him & let him go..I'LL give you joy through his presence again.” 
4--I.E. ..."YOU do what YOU can do; ...and let GOD do what you can't do.” 

B--And perhaps Jesus is saying the same thing to us in our lives today, as well... 
1--"YOU try  joining a Bible study or other kind of group, ...and I’ll give you a  
      hope and joy with me that you would have never dreamed possible!" 

2--"YOU take a risk and confess your addiction/"bad habit” to a Pastor or trusted  
     Christian friend,  ...and I’ll lead you to a way of freedom from that thing.” 

3--"YOU have courage enough to go see that financial counselor, ...and I’ll show 
     you the way out of your financial debt.” 

4--"YOU step out on faith and ask for the help of a Pastor or Stephen Minister,...  
     and I'll help you find peace to cope with the grief that's paralyzing your life  
     after the loss of your loved one, or after you lost your job." 

5--"YOU take the first step towards reconciliation with your estranged family  
     member or friend,...and then I'LL begin to heal that broken relationship!" 

10. My point is that God doesn't ask or expect us to fix our problems all by ourselves.  But 
 neither does He want us merely to dump them in His lap alone, either. 

A--Instead He says, “Do what YOU can do; Let ME do what you can't do.” 

B--Whatever problems or struggles you're facing today, God's invitation is for you and I 
      to follow HIS plan for handling them! 

11. [CLOSING PRAYER: “Lord forgive us when we try to do things in our own strength, without  
 your help.  Forgive us also when we try to dump it all on you, and forget that we have a  
 responsibility to help put legs on our prayers.  When we face problems, difficulties, or struggles,  
 help us to do what WE can do, so that YOU might be free to do what we CAN'T do.  In the name 

of the one who is the  resurrection and the life -- Jesus Christ, Amen.”] 

ENDNOTES: 

  There is an old hymn whose words say it well:  “I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear these 1

burdens alone.  I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus . Jesus can help me, Jesus alone.”


	ENDNOTES:

