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“CLIMBING HIGHER (#4):  PLANTING THE FLAG”  
 (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 10-28-18] 

[NEEDED: "Climbing Higher" Response/Commitment cards for Ushers to distribute] 

 --I– 

1. Read Text (NRSV): 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and Pray. 

2. For the last three weeks we've been sharing in a series called "Climbing Higher" in which 
we've been using the true story of Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay's now-famous 
first climb to the top of Mt. Everest to talk about the importance of growing in our 
understanding and practice of Christian Stewardship. 

 A--Now, as you may know, when explorers successfully reach their goal, one of the  
       common customs is to leave some kind of token or memento of their efforts -- a flag,  
       a plaque, and/or something personal. 

 B--On the moon, for example, Apollo astronauts left not only American flags, but also a  
      golf ball, personal photos, and even a daughter's initials etched into the lunar surface. 

 C--In the case of Hillary and Norgay reaching the summit of Mt. Everest back in 1953,  
      they planted four flags representing the participants of their expedition (from Britain,  
      Nepal, India, and the United Nations), but they also buried in the snow a cross (to  
      honor Hillary's Christian faith) & some chocolates (to honor Norgay's Buddhist gods).  1

 D--But whatever is left behind, my point is that when explorers reach their goal, they also 
       experience the intangible reward of joy and elation at what they’ve accomplished. 

3. Well, as we conclude this series today, I want to use today's scripture from 1 Timothy 6 to  
 talk about how you and I can also experience this sense of joy & elation in our lives when  
 we achieve a goal of growing in our understanding and practice of Christian stewardship. 

 A--Notice a couple of things in this text:  In Verse 17, the writer (Paul) starts out by  
      warning those of us who are "rich in the present age" (& by the way, by global standards,  
        that's all of us in this room as Americans!) not to be "haughty" or to "set our hopes on the 
       uncertainty of riches" but to focus on God's strategy for becoming "wealthy." 

 B--And we then find that strategy in Vs.18, where Paul says we're to "do good, be rich in 
      good works, [be] generous, & ready to share" -- here we have, in other words,  another 
      strategy for intentional stewardship growth (like we've been discussing the last 3 weeks). 



!2

            C--But then, notice what Paul does in Verse 19:  he highlights two rewards/benefits that  
      come from successfully completing this kind of journey/climb, and it's these two  
      that I want us to focus on in our time today:   

--II-- 

4. First of all, Paul basically says here in Verse 19 that a journey of growth in Christian  
 stewardship will help prepare us for the future. 

 A--Look at the first part of that verse, where he says that doing all these stewardship  
      growth things in Verse 18 will... "store up for ourselves the treasure of a good 
       foundation for the future." 

  1--Now, it's important for me to clarify that Paul is NOT saying here that the  
       giving of money or time or talents translates directly into a guarantee of  
       salvation -- that's what the Church tried (unsuccessfully) to teach during the  
       Middle Ages, and it's also a tactic some televangelists try to use even today.  2

  2--No.  What I think Paul was really saying is that our tangible generosity in the  
      here and now builds a generous heart and spirit IN US that better equips and  
      prepares US for our future with God in heaven -- ... 

  3--...The idea being that since we're going to be spending eternity with the God  
      of all generosity, then we might as well get used to practicing and growing in  
      that generosity while still here on earth! 

 B--What he was saying, I think, is that when Christians like you and me learn to grow in  
      and practice the generosity of our time, talents and (yes) money, then we'll be better  
      prepared spiritually for our spiritual existence with God forevermore. 

5. But more than that, in the last part of Verse 19 Paul also indicates that our growth in  
 Christian stewardship will also help us find contentment in the present. 

 A--In the last half of that verse, he says that our generosity can help us to "take hold of the 
       life that really is life" -- in other words, it help us find (i.e., "take hold of")  
       contentment/fulfillment in the here and now. 

 B--Growing in generosity, you see, not only prepares our hearts for our future in heaven,  
      but also brings us fulfillment so that we're more "content/at peace" here in the present.   

  1--When we learn the joy of giving, it helps us not be as anxious about having to  
       have the newest, best things, or be anxious when what we do have breaks.  3

  2--And as a result, our hearts and souls discover peace from anxiety because we're  
       now trusting in God, rather than in "things." 
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6. So, Paul's point (& the one I want to emphasize today) is that when you and I successfully "climb  
 higher" in our relationship with God by becoming more intentional in our generosity and 
 our practice of Christian stewardship (like what's described in Verse 18), then we can, like a  
 mountain climber who's successfully reached the summit, "Plant the Flag" -- ... 

 A--...I.E., We can experience rewards/benefits that bring joy and elation not only to our  
      lives, but to those of others, as well. 

 B--It's a joy and satisfaction that comes from knowing that we're spiritually prepared for  
      life in our future, and that we can find contentment with life here in the present. 

--III-- 

7. This morning, we all have the opportunity to experience this kind of joy by "planting the  
 flag" (if you will) of our stewardship commitments to God through His church for 2019. 
  [Ushers please start passing out response cards to ALL present] 

 A--You'll be receiving the response card that Charles/Brian talked about earlier, and in a 
      few moments I'll be inviting you to complete it and bring it forward as your way of 
       responding to God's invitation to "Climb Higher." 

 B--As of this past Thursday, your church's leaders have already turned in _____# 
       responses totaling $________, & they did this to encourage ALL of us to do the same. 

 C--But before I do, I want to remind us of a few things: 
  1--Please remember that your response today is NOT about the need of our church 
       to receive your money.   
   (a) In fact, hear me clearly:  if that's your primary reason giving, please do 
         not fill out a card! 
   (b) No. "Climbing Higher" has been about only one thing only: each of us 
         taking the next step in our spiritual with God as expressed through our 
         giving – i.e., our giving is a tool through which we love God more. 

  2--Note that the card does not call for a signature, only a name, and that your 
       estimate may be revised (up or down) at any time at your request. 

  3--If you're a guest with us today, we're not expecting you make a financial 
       commitment, but we would ask that you please pray for our church as we seek 
       to do God's bidding in our community and world (if you want, you can even  
       write that on the card and turn it along with everyone else). 

  4--If you're not ready to respond today, then take it home, pray about it, & in the  
       next 2 weeks return it to the church office, offering plate, or complete it online. 

  5--If you feel that you’re not able to make a financial response at all, simply write 
         “zero” on the card and return it so that we don't follow up further.   
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  6--If you don't turn in a response, please do expect follow up from our stewardship 
      team over the next few weeks, as we want to hear from every church member 
      and friend what God has laid on your heart about this.  

8. Now, I don't know where you are in your spiritual journey with God.  But wherever you 
 are, there's certainly no harm in choosing to grow/"climb higher" in it and to “Plant the 
 Flag” of commitment to God through the sharing of our financial resources. 

 A--So, take a few minutes to pray and listen to God about what stewardship journey He's 
       is calling you to take -- NOT what others are doing (or not doing), but what you're 
        being called to do. 

 B--Then, complete your response card, and when you're ready, bring it forward to the altar 
       rail and commit it to God in prayer. 

 C--You see, when we’re willing to grow and “climb higher” with God, we'll come to  
      better understand and experience the joy and elation of what today's scripture calls the 
      "life that really is life." 

9. [PRAYER] 

10. [COMMITMENT OF “Climbing Higher” RESPONSES/COMMITMENTS…] 

ENDNOTES: 

  For more information about these, visit http://wiki.answers.com/Q/1

Why_were_4_flags_raised_on_mount_Everest_by_Hillary_and_Tensing, and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Edmund_Hillary#1953_Everest_Expedition

 During the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church used these same verses (and others) to teach that 2

one could "buy" your soul's way into heaven (as well as the souls of one's loved ones) through the 
purchase of what was known as "Indulgences."  Eventually, a young priest named Martin Luther 
"protested" against this and other un-biblical practices, beginning in the 16-century what became called the 
"Protestant Reformation" -- the consequences of which are still with us to today in the many Protestant 
churches that exist (of which the United Methodist Church is one).

  Acts 20:35, "...remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said 'It is more blessed to give 3

than to receive.'"
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