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“CLIMBING HIGHER (#3):  SETTING YOUR GOAL”  

 (Mark 12:41-44) 
© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 10-21-18] 
[PROPS NEEDED:  "Giving Path" PowerPoint Slide(s)] 

 --I– 

1. Read Text (NRSV): Mark 12:41-44 and Pray. 

2. Today we're continuing our series called "Climbing Higher" in which we're using the true 
story of Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay's journey to the top of Mt. Everest   as a 1

metaphor to grow in our understanding and practice of Christian Stewardship. 

 A--And while in the two previous weeks I've focused both on our choice to grow/"climb  
      higher" in our relationship with God and some of the excuses (or "Yeti" attitudes) that  
      often keep us from doing that, today I want to talk about some strategies to get us there 
       -- how "Setting Your Goal" is really the next step in our stewardship journey 

 B--You know, when Hillary nor Norgay began their now famous 1953 expedition, they      
        recognized that there were several routes/approaches they could take to reach the top,  
       each with its own advantages and disadvantages. 

 C--In the end, they chose an ascent by way of the southeast ridge, but since that time, over  
       5100 climbers from more than 20 countries have successfully reached the summit 
                  (about 600 every year), ranging in age from 13 to 76 years old.  2

 D--And these climbers have discovered at least 15 different approaches for successfully  
      reaching the top by foot, as well as some very creative ways to get back down to the 
                 bottom (like by para-gliding, skiing, snowboarding, and helicoptering!).  3

 E--My point, though, is that while in mountain climbing there are different approaches we  
       can take to "climb higher" (depending on what our "summit" is), nevertheless we DO  
       have to choose SOME approach-- to set some goal if we're to reach something "higher" 

3. And so it is in our relationship with God -- some of us never grow closer to God (e.g., we  
 never "climb higher" in that relationship) because we never set any goal for growth. 

 A--In the words of one leader: "When we fail to plan, we plan to fail." 

 B--Well, since Christian Stewardship   -- i.e., the practice of generosity -- is one of the  4

       tools that helps us grow closer to God, then if we want to grow spiritually, we have to  
      do what Hillary & Norgay did -- to have an intentional strategy/set a conscious goal for  
      how that's going to happen.  5
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 C--In today's scripture from Mark 12, Jesus shares the culmination of what that kind of  
      journey can look like (that I'll talk about at the end of my sermon). 

4. In the meantime, though, what are some ways that we can "climb higher" in our practice  
 of Christian Stewardship -- tools that can help us grow in generosity and giving? 

 A--To answer that, I want to share some general strategies for doing this, and then  
       to invite the Chairperson of our church Stewardship team forward to offer some  
      specific strategies. 

 B--To begin with, the "general strategies" consist of five "paths" (or ways) for us to "Set  
       our Goal" related to Christian generosity (which is why we call this the "GIVING PATH") 
  [REFER TO EACH "PATH" IN TURN ON SLIDE(S) ON-SCREEN...] 

--II-- 

5. The first step along this path/journey is the choice to become a "First Time Giver." 

 A--Today over half of the membership of most churches (ours included) is in a position to 
       become this, perhaps because this is arguably the most difficult step to take of all of 
       them due to a simple law of physics:  an object at rest tends to remain at rest. 

 B--And so, the kinds of questions we need ask ourselves are things like: Do we like and  
      appreciate the ministry our church is doing?  Do we want to see this kind of ministry  
      expand and grow to help others?  

  1--And if so, then are we willing to consider giving some amount (ANY amount)  
       to help make this possible? $5, $15, $25, $100.   

  2--Just pick an amount, give it, and then ask God to bless it and use it for good.  

 C--This is how most people begin to walk in stewardship, and all it takes is the courage 
       and willingness to try it once! 

7. The second step along this path/journey is the choice to become an "Intentional Giver" -- 
 deciding to give not just sporadically, but regularly, whether that be weekly, monthly, 
 annually, or some other repeating basis as we choose.  

 A--Now, this is easier, but it's still a big step, because we have to plan ahead to determine 
       how to make repeated giving to God a part of our regular expenses, just like other 
       commitments we make to things like our cell phone bills, utilities, mortgages, & car payments. 

 B--We might begin by giving some amount regularly for three months and see what  
      happens -- do we miss the money? do we see evidence of good resulting from our  
      regular gifts? do we feel a positive change in our relationship with God as we give  
      repeatedly? 
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8. The "Growing Giver" is a third step, and it’s... 
 A--...someone who's been regularly supporting God's work through their church perhaps 
      for many years, but something prompts them to move to a new level of generosity.  

 B--And as a result, they make the conscious choice to increase their giving by some % 
      of their income (1% 3%, 5% or more) as a way of saying "thank you" back to God. 

9. The next step in the "Giving Path" -- becoming a "Tither"...giving the first, best 10% of 
 our pre-tax income back to God -- was the minimum standard of giving for God’s people 
 in the Old Testament.  6

 A--It was not intended to be the scraps or "left overs" of what someone had after they 
       "paid all their bills," but instead was the "first fruits" of one’s labor,  and was to be 7

       given primarily through the work of one’s local community of faith.  8

 B--And so today, our giving of the Tithe to God through our church is a form of worship 
      that not only gives honor and thanks to God, but also keeps us mindful of the proper 
      place of possessions -- that we're to be stewards OF them, rather than a slave TO them. 

 C--As I’ve said in weeks past, my wife and I have been at least Tithers for most of our 
      married lives, and have never once regretted that choice -- when we've faithfully kept 
      this commitment to him, He's always been faithful in taking care of us financially.  9

10. And yet, as important as the Tithe was (and still is), in today's scripture from Mark 12 we 
 find a 5th step that Jesus lifts up as even more noble: the "Extravagant Giver"-- someone 
 who answers God's special call to give above/more than a Tithe.  10

 A--Here we find an elderly woman (on "fixed income," we could say) who didn't just give  
       the minimum expected of her, but instead gave "everything she had."  11

 B--Now, was Jesus really saying here that the ultimate goal for all Christians is to give  
      away everything like this woman did? (that seems like a rather reckless financial plan!) 

  1--But I don’t think that was Jesus' point. No.  His  point is that the "Tithe" is not 
       really the goal of generosity, but just the beginning of it -- that its possible to 
        climb to higher levels of faith maturity (like this woman) where we become so 
        grateful for God's work in our lives that we're willing to give "above and 
        beyond" the minimum, even when its a sacrifice and hurts.  12

  2--This woman understood, you see, that the more generous we are with what we 
       HAVE, the freer we become in who we ARE -- it's a paradoxical stewardship 
       principle which says that the more we give away, the more we'll actually have!  13

 C--Now, not everyone achieves this kind of giving -- usually it's the result of extended 
      prayer and gratitude for blessings that we've  received.  But it IS possible, & the Bible 
      contains many examples of extravagant giving (including God's gift of Jesus himself!)  14



!4
--III-- 

11. So here, then, are five steps along what we're calling the "Giving Path" of generosity -- a 
 path that is merely meant to help us understand how engaged WE are related to generosity 
 and the sharing of our own resources.  

 A--It’s NOT intended to be used to compare where WE are with where someone ELSE is,  
      NOR is its purpose necessarily to get us to end of the path (because not everyone will). 

 B--There is no "bad" place on this path -- no place along it where God loves us more, and 
       no place along it where God loves us less. What it’s intended to do is merely to help us 
       avoid being ignorant about the nature and work of generosity in our OWN lives.  15

 C--So, that said,... where are YOU along this "Giving Path"? 

12. You know, the story in today's scripture is not intended to make us think we need to do just 
 like this woman, but merely to reminds us that no matter where we are in our spiritual life, 
 that God both invites and challenges us to grow in it -- paradoxically, to "Climb Higher" 
 so that we can have a deeper walk with God! 

 A--And just as climb up Mt. Everest takes planning, goal-setting, and strategy, so does 
      spiritual "climbing."  

 B--So again, wherever you are at present along this "Giving Path, " what goal(s) might 
      God be calling you to set for 2019?   

 C--What "next step" along this path might you be willing to take? and what strategy will 
       you be willing to try in order to get there? 

13. [PRAYER] 

14. [CALL STEWARDSHIP CHAIRPERSON UP FRONT TO EXPLAIN "CLIMB CHART" 
  - ushers hand out "Climb Chart" to all congregants as Chairperson comes up] 
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ENDNOTES: 

  In a 1991 interview, Edmund Hillary explained it this way,  "I never had a vision to climb Mt. Everest. 1

As with everything else, it just more or less grew. I started in the New Zealand Alps and I got more 
competent, and I climbed harder mountains there, and I made a number of first ascents, and I had a year 
in the European Alps and I climbed there. Then we decided we'd like to go off to the Himalayas. Not 
Everest -- we went off to the Indian Gahwal Himalayas and we were pretty successful. We climbed a half-
a-dozen new peaks of well over 20,000 feet, and it really wasn't until then that we read in the paper that 
the British had got permission to do a reconnaissance to the south side of Mt. Everest through Nepal 
which, up until those days, had been completely closed to foreigners. The idea that, 'Gee it would be fun to 
go along on that reconnaissance,' certainly entered my mind, and we contacted the organizers in London 
and two of us were invited from that expedition to join up with the party and go into the south side of Mt. 
Everest. You know, it's almost like a football team, even a team of climbers. If you're pretty competent and 
if you don't make any grave errors, once you're in, you're in. You're sort of appointed next time. So on the 
Everest reconnaissance, we had a successful expedition. We came back next year and we had some more 
successful climbs, and then in '53 we were invited to join the summit attempt. It was a growing process and 
a learning process. Never, in my early days, did I ever think of attempting to reach the summit of Mt. 
Everest.  (Interview cited from the "Academy of Achievement" website at www.achievement.org/autodoc/
printmember/hil0int-1)

  The 500-600 climbers who reach the top each year are the result of commercial (i.e., led by paid guides) 2

climbing that began back in 1993 and skyrocketed in the early 2000s with the invention of better climbing 
equipment (77% of those who've ever reached the top have done so since the year 2000).  Of the 5100+ 
people who've reached the top, there have been a little over 200 recorded fatalities.  Read the "Timeline of 
Climbing Everest" at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest and an article 
about those who've reached the summit at www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-
everest.htm, and the wikipedia article "Mount Everest" at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Everest.

  To date there have been successful climbing ascents to the summit of Everest using climbing approaches 3

from the South, Southwest, Southeast, West, North, and Northeast and nine other variations of these.  
However, while there are 15 recognized approaches that have been successfully used, the vast majority of 
climbers use one of only two approaches:  Hillary's southeastern ridge approach from Nepal; and a 
northern ridge route from Tibet (Read the Wikipedia article "Timeline of Climbing Everest" at http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest, "Mount Everest" at http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Mount_Everest, and the article www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-
everest.htm)

  The literal word "stewardship" is not found in the Bible (although the word "steward" is).  However, it's 4

concept is always discussed in terms of the proper understanding and use of various types of possessions:  
money; goods; "talents"; etc.

  Not every goal or strategy is the same -- we may even begin from different starting places.  But we have 5

to plan and set goals if we're to truly go anywhere! 

  We first find it in Genesis 14:20, where Abram, after winning a battle, donates one tenth of items he won 6

to God through the ministry of God's priest Melchizedek.  Since then, the Tithe was assumed to be the 
minimum that God asked His people to give back to Him.

   Read about "first fruits" in Exodus 23:16, Deuteronomy 26:2 & 10, Leviticus 23:40, Numbers 13:20, 7

Nehemiah 10:35-37, and Hosea 9:10.

   The Tithe is referenced numerous times in the Bible (such as Deuteronomy 12:17, 14:22-23 & 28, 8

Numbers 18:21, 24, & 26, 2 Chronicles 31:5-6, Nehemiah 10:38 & 13:12, Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42), 
but the best description of its purpose and nature is found in Malachi 3:10, "Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says The Lord of hosts; see 
if it will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest
http://www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-everest.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-everest.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Everest
http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/printmember/hil0int-1
http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/printmember/hil0int-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Everest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Everest
http://www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-everest.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/how-many-people-have-climbed-mount-everest.htm
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  Nationally, less than 3% of Americans tithe, but I am aware of no reports of tithe givers regretting their 9

decision to give at this level. The fact is that almost everyone could tithe if they chose to increase their 
giving 1-3% each year for several years.

  This generosity step is often called the "Offering" or "Sacrificial Giving."10

  The founder of Methodism John Wesley had three rules for the use of money that he taught his 11

Methodist Christians to follow -- these three are still helpful today: "EARN all you can; SAVE all you can; 
GIVE all you can."  The final/third one ("give all you can") is the essence of what we find this woman 
doing in today's scripture story (These "rules" are the three points in Wesley's sermon titled "The Use of 
Money."

  That's why you'll hear Ryan and I inviting each week us during the collection to give our "Tithes & 12

Offerings" to God: our "Tithes" are what's expected as a minimum; our "Offering" is anything "over and 
above" that.

   This is NOT a promise that financial giving will necessarily return to us tangibly, but that God will 13

bless us in other ways for our giving -- that the more we give away tangibly, the more we'll receive 
spiritually.

  Only a small group of people will ever answer this special call of God to give more than a tithe, and 14

those who do usually have a form of what the New Testament calls the spiritual gift of "generosity" (Read 
Romans 12:8). 

  Its point is merely to help us understand where we are on the path currently so that we understand what 15

"taking the next step" on that path might look like.


