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“CLIMBING HIGHER (#1):  CHOOSING TO CLIMB”  

 (Mark 10:17-22) 
© 2018 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

[McKendree U.M.C.; 10-7-18] 
[PROP NEEDED:  PowerPoint slideshow of 1953 Everest Expedition photos] 

 --I– 

1. Read NRSV Text: Mark 10:17-22 and Pray. 

2. [BEGIN PHOTO SLIDESHOW...] In the Spring of 1953, an international team of 10 climbers,  
 35 Sherpa guides, & 350 porters began the 12th organized attempt to put the first humans  
 on top of the highest mountain in the world -- Mt. Everest, rising 29,029 ft. above sea level. 

 A--During the expedition, various teams made several unsuccessful attempts to reach the top. 

 B--But at 11:30am on May 29th, the summit was finally reached by a 38 year-old Sherpa  
      from Nepal named Tenzing Norgay, and a 33 year-old beekeeper from New Zealand  
      named Edmund Hillary -- both were experienced climbers, and had made previous  
      attempts to scale the mountain before, but this time their persistence paid off. 

 C--Now, by their own later admission, neither had started off with a dream of climbing  
      Everest -- Norgay, after all, was a sheep-herder, and Hillary was a bee-keeper. 

  1--But early in their lives, they both recognized that their souls wouldn't be content 
                             just herding sheep or tending bees - that they needed a greater challenge. 

  2--And so, somewhere along the way, both Norgay and Hillary made perhaps the  
      most important decision in the journey that would lead to the top of Everest:   
      they made a conscious choice to begin climbing as way of "feeding" their souls. 

  3--They didn't start by deciding to climb Mt. Everest. No. Hillary, for example,  
       started by climbing the Alps of his native New Zealand, & graduated to more  
       difficult climbs in the European Alps, then up lesser summits in the Himalayas  
       -- Everest was simply the next logical challenge in his love of climbing. 

 D--But my point is that it all started with him making a choice to climb in the first place.  1

3. It’s no accident that our spiritual lives with God are also often referred to as a “journey" --  
 there are important challenges and turning points along the way as we seek to reach and  
 develop a vital relationship with God. 

            A--But it arguably could be said that the first great turning point in our spiritual journey is  
      when we make the conscious choice to go -- when we choose first to have, and then to 
      grow in, our relationship with God. (We saw this in the video from Linda Kent earlier) 
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 B--Well, over the next 4 weeks, we'll be sharing a series called “Climbing Higher” that I  
       believe God wants to use to invite each of us to do just that -- to find and grow (or  
      "climb higher") in our relationship with God. 

4. Now, admittedly there are different ways we can do this & different Christian practices we 
 can use to do it. 

 A--But the one we'll be focusing on in this series is a practice that Jesus talked about more  
       than prayer, forgiveness & love combined:  Christian STEWARDSHIP -- learning how  
       to properly handle our money and possessions, and the value of generosity and giving. 

 B--And yet, if we want to do that, then we each need to begin by doing just what Hillary    
      and Norgay did:  we have to make a conscious choice to take the journey -- we have to  
      "Choose To Climb"; choose to grow in our understanding and practice of Stewardship. 

 C--I remember as a young Christian in college first choosing to make financial giving to 
      God a priority in my life after reading the book Communications, Sex and Money by 
      Ed Cole  -- it helped me to see how giving is not really about money, but about my 2

      relationship with God, and my giving practices have not been the same since. 

 D--And as we're thinking about our own spiritual journeys over this next month, I believe 
      today's scripture from Mark 10 provides us with some helpful advice about both the 
      value and motivation for choosing such a journey. Let's talk about three: 

--II-- 

5. The first "value/motivation" that we see in this scripture for making an intentional choice 
 to grow in our understanding and practice of stewardship is (quite frankly) the simple 
 satisfaction of knowing that we're making an impact on the lives of others. 

 A--In Verse 21, Jesus tells this man that in his search for meaning in life, if he'll sell what  
      he owns and give it to the poor, he'll have "treasure in heaven."  

 B--Obviously, Jesus is saying here that the motivation for giving is not always tangible or  
      measurable to us on a financial ledger, but that it does make a difference to others (and  
      nevertheless still provides the intangible benefit of personal satisfaction for us, too). 

 C--So, when you and I give to God financially through the tithes and offerings of our  
      church, we're helping support and grow ministries and programs that have a direct  
      influence and impact on the lives of others. 

 D--For example, did you know that the money you put in the plate each week helps our 
                  church do things like:...feed hungry people around the world; clothe homeless people 
       here in Gwinnett County; start new churches across North Georgia; share Jesus weekly 
       with over 100 children & youth; and inspire & challenge over 550 souls each Sunday 
       through worship! 
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6. A second "value/motivation" for choosing to grow in Christian stewardship is that through  
 generous giving, you and I learn to become less attached to the things of this world -- 
 we learn that we don't have to let our possessions possess us. 

 A--But too often, isn't that exactly what they do in our lives? ... our possessions possess 
      us? That certainly was the case for this young man Jesus was talking to.  

  1--After Jesus told him that what he lacked in finding meaning and fulfillment in  
       life was to sell his possessions and give the money to the poor, Verse 22 says,... 
      "When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many  
       possessions." 

  2--Back then and in our culture today, we're often a slave to what we own -- we  
       have to have the best cars, the nicest homes, the newest tablets and smart 
                             phones, and we tend to worship these "things." 

 B--Developing a more generous spirit, you see, helps us learn -- in the words of one cliche 
                  -- to "live more simply, so that others may simply live." 

  1--You see, when you and I live more simply and don't worry so much about  
       having own the most expensive or costliest things, then it frees us to be more  
       generous when there are real needs in life, and when God prompts us to give to 
                             a ministry or project that's making a direct impact on the lives of others. 

  2--I remember one year when I was serving a church in Augusta, GA, during the 
       Christian season of Lent my family and I decided to give up going out to eat 
       instead of giving up some sort of food.  And we did this so that we could give 
       the extra money we would've spent to a special mission at our church. 

  3--Now, I should point out that we can't make this kind of difference if we have 
      such heavy consumer debt with credit cards or other things that it takes up all 
      our income -- if that's the case, then we've become a slave to our own possessions 

  4--That's how generosity and giving can help us break free from these chains. 

7. But finally, when you and I choose to grow in Christian stewardship -- when we choose to         
            grow our generosity -- we'll be surprised to find that it also helps us to grow in our  
 personal relationship with God, as well. 

 A--That was, after all, the purpose of the man's question in Verses 17 about "inheriting 
                  eternal life" and Jesus' response in Verse 21 about  "treasure in heaven"  -- to show 
                  that our relationship with God (i.e., "eternal life" & heavenly "treasure") is integrally 
                  tied to our generosity and stewardship of possessions.  
  
           B--Generous giving, in other words, is not only a way for us to worship God, but also a 
                way for us to say "thank you" to Him for all He is and does for us. 
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           C--So let me ask:  does your financial giving to God -- e.g., what you put in the offering 
                  basket/plate each week -- truly reflect how much you love and appreciate Him?  Or is 
                  what you give just a token... the scraps and "left-overs" of your financial possessions? 

--III-- 

8.      You see, over the next month, I believe God is calling and challenging each of us, like Jesus 
         did for the man in today's story, to take a personal spiritual stewardship journey -- to ask 
         ourselves "Lord, where do you want me to be in my giving?"; and then to be willing to  
         “climb” to a higher understanding and practice of Christian stewardship and giving. 
  
         A--But, also like it was for this man, it’s a journey that we must first choose to take --  
              neither God, nor our church, nor I as your Pastor can make us take it. 

         B--The man in today's story chose NOT to take that journey, fearing it would cost him too 
              much.   

         C--But you and I have the same choice today: 
                     1--So the real question is: Are we going to choose to be selfish/stingy like this man?  

                    2--OR, will we make the challenging but rewarding choice to grow in our 
   understanding and practice of Christian stewardship?  

 D--Will we "Choose to Climb" the "mountain" of generosity and giving, so that we can -- 
       like Jesus promises -- "inherit" a fulfilling life with God? 

9. [PRAYER] 

10. [WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY -- Reminder: Hillary & Norgay were part of an 
international expedition -- it was the international flavor that helped them make it to the 
top.  And so it is with the "body of Christ" -- we are the most successful in scaling spiritual 
summits when we recognize the world-wide "flavor" of our faith, symbolized by World 
Communion Sunday...] 

ENDNOTES: 

  Read more about Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay's expedition to reach Mt. Everest at http://1

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Hillary#1953_Everest_Expedition , also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Timeline_of_climbing_Mount_Everest; and  
http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/everest/sir-edmund-hillary-tenzing-norgay-1953 

  Edwin Louis Cole, Communication, Sex and Money The Three Most Common Obstacles That 2

Challenge Relationships Between Men and Women (Harrison House, Inc.; Originally published in 1987; 
Republished by Resolute Books in 2014).
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