
Lisa Engberg, Preschool Director:                              
 lengberg@mckendreeumc.org 

    Michelle Balise, Preschool Office Manager:               
mbalise@mckendreeumc.org 

Ann Perras, Preschool Assistant Director: 
aperras@mckendreeumc.org 

Phone 770.339.7040 
 

The 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 Best of Gwinnett Winner, McKendree UMC 
Preschool, offers classes for children ages 2-5 and for younger children through our 
two Mother’s Morning Out (MMO) programs. The “Little Me” class is for children 12 

to 18 months old, and MMO is for children 18 to 24 months old. To participate in 
Little Me, your child must be 12 months old by December 31; for MMO, your child 

must be 18 months by September 1.  

 
Class Offerings (9:00 am—1:00 pm): 

 
Little Me: Wednesdays  

 
                                                   Mother’s Morning Out:  
                                                       ●   Monday & Wednesday 
                                                       ●   Tuesday & Thursday  
 
                                                  Two-Year-Old Classes:  
                                                       ●   Tuesday & Thursday  
                                                       ●   Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  
                                                       ●   Monday-Friday 
                                                   
 Three-Year-Old Classes: 
                                                      ●   Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

             ●   Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
                                                      ●   Monday—Thursday 
                                                      ●   Monday— Friday 
                                               
 
                                                  Four-Year-Old Classes:  
                                                       ●   Monday—Thursday  
                                                       ●   Monday— Friday 
 

Kindergarten: Monday – Friday  
 

Tuition                                                                              
 Little Me: $105 per month                                  

MMO: $170 per month                                                   
 2’s: $150-$195 per month                                              
 3’s: $180-$220 per month                                              
 4’s: $200-$225 per month 

 

Kindergarten 
As children move into our Kindergarten program at McKendree United  

Methodist, we will continue to build on those skills acquired at preschool and strive 
to provide an excellent foundation where the children’s love for learning is 

encouraged and nurtured. Cost is $280 per month.  
 

School Year  
McKendree Preschool starts the week after Labor day and follows the Gwinnett 

County School calendar. 

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministries: 
Susan Rowe: srowe@mckendreeumc.org 

Lisa Engberg: lengberg@mckendreeumc.org 

 

Kids Praise                                                                             Room 211, Sundays, 9:30 am  
Our 3 year old—Kindergarten age group gathers for a simple lesson, play time, 
music, and fun activities that reinforce the Bible lesson of the day.     

Family Praise                                          Sanctuary, Sundays, 9:30 am 

Our 1st-5th graders will remain in the service with their families at 9:30.  At 
McKendree, we see the importance of having kids in the service, so it is not a 
mystery to them.  Kid-friendly worship bags are in the back of the sanctuary for 
children to complete during the service.  Don’t forget to pick up your prize when 
you return your bag!  
 
Kids Grow                                                                           Room 317,  Sundays, 11:00 am 
Our Elementary children (K-3rd) will start in worship; volunteers will be in the 
Sanctuary to lead them to class when they are dismissed. They will start in a large 
group session with a small social time, followed by music, and a short  video 
lesson. They will then break into smaller groups by grade level for Bible lesson-
related crafts, games and discussion. 

4th & 5th graders or SPARK will have their own lesson in Room 303 each week. 

3s and 4s will once again be in Room 211 at the 11 am hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Julie Jeffries, Nursery Coordinator: julesx71@yahoo.com 
 
Sunday Morning Nursery 
(Infant—Age 2)                                                          Nursery Hall across from Sanctuary 
We offer multiple rooms broken down by stages of development to better teach 
and care for your precious child. We are blessed to have a loving, paid staff to care 
for your child while you attend Sunday School, Worship and other special activities. 
 
Wednesday Nursery 
We also have care for children on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
and in the evenings from 5:45—8:00 pm. Your child can be loved and cared for 
while you participate in any of our Bible Studies, Small Groups and other adult 
programming McKendree has to offer.  
 

In all children and youth activities, we will have at least two unrelated adults  
present in accordance with the Safe Sanctuary Policy of  

McKendree United Methodist Church.  

 Alison Troyer Price, Coordinator of Children’s Music:                                                                 
aprice@mckendreeumc.org 

 
KLUB Jam                                                                              Wednesdays from 5:45-6:30 pm                                                                               
Choir for 3- and 4-year-olds (6:00-6:30)                                                                 Room 304 
Choir for K—2nd grade                                                                                 Room 307                                                                     

Choir for 3rd—6th grade                                                                                           Room 317 

Rehearsals begin August 14th and run through the middle of May. Our teachers use 
fun games and group activities to teach songs about Jesus, the Bible and our faith.  
The choirs will sing several times throughout the year, lead worship at the Children’s 
Sabbath service on September 29th and participate in Family Christmas Eve worship. 

Chimes                                                                                         Wednesdays from 6:30-7 pm 
Beginning bell group teaches students how to read music and ring as a group through 
fun activities and occasional presentations in Sunday morning worship. 2nd-4th grade 
meet in Room 316 and 5th-12th grade meet in Room 318.  

Preschool Kids Connection Children’s Music 

Fellowship 

Nursery 

Monthly Sunday Night Spark (4th & 5th grades)                              
Fellowship Hall  
This is a once-per-month “mini youth group” consisting of a snack, lesson and lesson 
related games. It  typically meets on the 4th Sunday of each month during the school 
year, from 4:45-6:30pm (excluding holidays) with an occasional service project.   
 
Wednesday Night Supper and Kids Programs                                                      
Every Wednesday during the school year, families are invited to have dinner in the 
Fellowship Hall from 5:00-6:00pm, before Wednesday night programming begins. The 
menu and prices are sent out by email and published on the website each week.  
 
*Klub Jam (Choir and Worship Arts)                                                                   5:45—7:00 
See Children’s Music Above              
                               
Klub Konnect (Games/Activities/Devotion) Room 317                                    6:30—7:00 
K—3rd graders will have their own mini youth group.  This small group is a great way 
to promotes Christian Fellowship and Community. 
 
Klub Serve (Missions & Service) Room 317                                                        7:00—8:00 
Kindergarten—3rd graders get hands-on experience with McKendree’s vision  
statement “Nurturing Community, Connecting All Through Christ.”  They will  
participate in a variety of projects from local (such as collecting food for the  
Lawrenceville Co-Op) to international (sending packages to other parts of the world 
through Operation  Christmas Child).  
 
 
Spark Small Group (4th and 5th graders) Room 303                                         6:30-8:00  
A small group beginning Bible study for our tweens.  This group spends time discussing 
the Bible and Christianity in their current world and helping with various service 
projects. 



Vacation Bible School  
Offered to children who will enter Pre K-4 (for the next fall) through rising 5th 
grade. Each day is focused on one Bible Story and Bible Point, with activities,   
including snacks, crafts, drama, games, music and Bible study, reinforcing this 
point. We have 150-200 youth and adult volunteers who help us during the week 
of VBS. 

The 2020 VBS dates are June 21-26. We offer morning (begins Monday, June 22) 
and evening (begins Sunday, June 21) sessions;  “Extreme VBS,” exclusively for 
rising 5th and 6th graders, occurs simultaneously with the morning VBS session.  
Extreme includes off-campus trips that are related to the VBS theme and a  
Missions & Service component. 

Nursery is available for children (age birth—3-year-olds) of volunteers and also 
participate in some components of VBS as well. 

 

Clarkston Vacation Bible School  
Typically the second week of July we take our VBS program to the Friends of 
Refugees kids at Clarkston UMC.  Your family is invited to be a part of this amazing 
ministry that impacts so many.  July 6-8, 2020 (5 pm –8 pm)  

 
SonShine Camp                                                                                  
SonShine Camp is a summer day camp that runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays in July 
from 9:00 am—12:00 pm. The camp is for children aged 2—5th grade. The cost is 
$50 per week, and you may attend as many weeks as you’d like.  Each week has a 
different theme with fun activities and Bible lessons pertaining to each theme.   

 
Focus Camp                                                                               
Focus Camp is typically held for a week in June at McKendree UMC.  It is a camp 
for children with special or extraordinary needs between the ages of 5-21.  
Visit www.focus-ga.org/how-focus-can-help-you/children-teens/summer-day-
camps/ to learn more. Costs vary each year. Brian Darden is the McKendree 
contact.   

 

Playball/Ballet/Computer/Karate/Piano                                                                                            
These classes are typically held for McKendree preschool students after school. For 
times, refer to your preschool communications or call Michelle Balise at 
770.339.7040. 

 

McKendree UMC After Care at McKendree Elementary 

A non profit program in coordination with McKendree Elementary.  After care is 
available from after school until 5 pm for McKendree Elementary students.  Cost 
varies between $50-$60 depending on pick up time.  Contact Kim Bradley at 678-
770-3807 for more information. 

 

Learning to Use my Bible                                                         
(3rd grade)                                                                                   Sundays, 11:00 am in Room 301 
September 8th— November 10th in 2019 
This course is specifically for those who have received their first Bible from McKendree 
during the August Bible presentation. Children will learn the books of the Bible, the 
types of literature the Bible offers and where these are found in the Bible. The 
curriculum includes music, crafts, games and other activities to assist children in  
becoming familiar with the Bible and to help them feel comfortable reading it.  

Touch the Water, Taste the Bread                                          
(3 years old – Kindergarten)                                                               Sundays, 9:30 & 11:00 am  
This four-week session occurs in January and is an age-appropriate way to teach young 
children about Baptism and Communion. They will celebrate Communion in “big church” 
for the first time after they complete this class.  

Acolytes                                                                                       
3rd—5th graders are invited to be acolytes at the 11:00am Worship service. They will 
rotate Sundays with other children. Contact Crystal Gombala, crys0925@hotmail.com to 
schedule training. 

Faith Education Camps/ Extracurricular 

McKendree UMC Events 
Fun for All Ages 

Great Day of Service: September 14, 2019  A morning of serving our community 

with a variety of projects, many of which are family friendly. 8 am—12 pm 

 Fall Festival: October 6, 2019 Enjoy free jumpies and games (with prizes). Chicken 

BBQ provided by United Methodist Men (nominal charge), arts and crafts vendors—

a great afternoon for the whole family. Begins after the 11:00 am service.  

Trunk or Treat: October 27th.  A community event where families are encouraged 

to decorate their car and distribute candy while fellowshipping. 

Christmas Events: The month of December is filled with activities to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. 

Easter Celebration and Brunch:  A special event to celebrate Easter followed by 

bringing a breakfast item and fellowship with other families. Normally occurs the 

Saturday before Easter, 10 am—12 pm 

 

 

 
Here at McKendree UMC, we value each  

individual child and all that he or she has to 
offer.  That is why we offer a  

variety of programs for all ages.  Please use 
this as a guide to our Children’s  

ministries programming and feel free to  
contact Susan Rowe or Lisa Engberg for more 

information.  

 

 

1570 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road 

Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

770-339-9801                 

www.mckendreeumc.com 

srowe@mckendreeumc.org 

lengberg@mckendreeumc.org 

 

2019-2020  



 

 

 

Peter and Penny Go Swimming 

Soon after Peter and Penny were born, their parents began taking them to the 
local swimming pool every weekend. The parents were enthusiastic swimmers, 
and they hoped their children would be keen swimmers too.  
 
Of course, Peter and Penny were not allowed to go into the swimming pool itself; 
they were looked after in a little room right beside the pool. Sometimes they 
cried because they wanted to stay with their parents, but that wasn't allowed 
because they might disturb the adult swimmers. Besides, they were too young to 
understand swimming, and they wouldn't appreciate it fully.  
 
When Peter and Penny were three years old, they were allowed to go to another 
room just down the hall from the swimming pool. There they heard stories from 
the Swimmer's Manual, and they colored pictures of people swimming.  
 
When they were six years old, Peter and Penny went to another room -- a big 
room with lots of children. Here they began to get really serious about swimming. 
For the first 10 or 15 minutes, they were allowed to take off their shoes and socks 
and splash around in the wading pool. Then they went to classes with other    
children their own age to learn more about swimming. They were taught by some 
very dedicated people who loved swimming, but who hardly ever swam        
themselves any more because they were busy with the children.  
 
By the time Penny and Peter were 13, they had studied the Swimmer's Manual in 
even more detail and had learned the rules of the swimming pool off by heart: 
"You shall not run on the deck. You shall not bring flotation devices into the pool 
area ..." They had also learned about the properties of water, the muscles used in 
swimming and the various swimming strokes. They had studied great swimmers 
of the past, including Olympic medal winners. They had heard about Canadian 
swimmers who went to other countries such as Africa or India to teach          
swimming, and they had seen slides of groups of African or Indian swimmers 
standing beside their swimming pools.  
 
On special occasions, Peter and Penny had been allowed to go with their parents 
into the pool as along as they didn't splash around too much and disturb the   
other swimmers or bother the life-guard.  
 
At last, Penny and Peter finished swimming school and were allowed to            
accompany their parents into the swimming pool every week. They tried it a few 
times. Much to the disappointment of their parents, Peter and Penny had lost 
interest and preferred to watch television instead.  

 Excerpted from God, Kids, & Us published by Anglican Book Centre and United Church Publishing House. Copyright 
1996 by Janet Marshall Eibner and Susan Graham Walker. Used with permission. 
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