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“24 HOURS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD (#3):  

ACCUSATION AND DENIAL” 
 (Mark 14:43-46, 55-56, 60-72) 

© 2019 Rev. Dr. Brian E. Germano 

 [McKendree U.M.C.; 3-24-19] 
 --I-- 

1. [Traditional Service ONLY] Read text: Mark 14:43-46, 55-56, 60-72 and Pray. 

2. [VIDEO SERIES INTRO (0:48)] As we continue our series 24 Hours That Changed  
 The World, our focus today turns to a series of stories from Mark 14 that describe what  
 happened immediately following Jesus' prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane.  1

 A--The stories begin with the fact that sometime after midnight, Judas -- one of Jesus' own  
       disciples --led members of the Jerusalem Temple guard to Gethsemane to capture him,  
       signaling Jesus' identity with a kiss (which was a traditional sign of brotherly  
       affection, but in this case was ironically turned into a sign of betrayal). 

 B--Following a scuffle (that we didn't read) where Peter cuts off the ear of one of the  
      guards and Jesus heals him, Jesus is led away back to the city to face trial before the  
      Jewish high court (the Sanhedrin) in the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest.  2

3. Now, there's no doubt that this "trial" was a shame from start to finish, because it violated  
 all the rules set forth in the Jewish Mishnah regarding proper trial procedure. 

 A--For one, it was held in Caiaphas house, instead of the required location in the Temple.   3

       Plus, it was convened during the Passover & at night-- both of which violated protocol  4

 B--And as you've already heard, even though the testimony of the so-called "witnesses"  
      didn't agree, the High Priest broke another rule by "point-blank" asking a leading  
      question:  "Are you the son of God?" 

 C--And even though Jesus' answer was technically cryptic (i.e, he didn't say "I am he" but 
      "I AM" ), nevertheless it was still enough for the High Priest forego the required  5

       roll-call of the entire Council needed to arrive at a verdict, and instead make himself 
       into judge and jury, pronouncing Jesus guilty of blasphemy (a capital crime).  6

 D--And finally, in capital cases, the Mishnah required a mandatory one-day waiting period  
      before sentence could be carried out -- and even though in this time the Sanhedrin  
      wasn't allowed to execute criminals themselves, they obviously didn't follow this rule  
      before turning Jesus over to the Roman authorities on the same day to do it for them.  7

 E--Now, I want us to catch the irony here: the Lord God, Creator of all the universe was 
      arrested by the most pious, religious people of that day, and found guilty of being 
      exactly who he was (which they called "blasphemy"). 
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4. In the meantime, out in the courtyard of the house is Peter, who had more courage than  
 any of the other disciples -- he alone followed Jesus' arrest party to this place. 

 A--So, we need to give him credit for that, and for at least trying to follow through on his  
       earlier promise that he would never abandon Jesus, even if everyone else did.  8

 B--But even so, in Verses 66-72 we find the heartbreaking story of him denying three 
      times that he even knew Jesus.  9

--III-- 

5. So, other than the fact they describe what happened to Jesus that night, what do these 
 three stories -- Jesus' betrayal/arrest, trial, & Peter's denial -- have in common?  Let's look. 

 A--First, we're not sure exactly why Judas betrayed Jesus. 
  1--Some think he was wanting to force Jesus' into showing himself as Messiah. 
  2--Others think he was disillusioned that Jesus wasn't the kind of Messiah expected 
  3--Still others think it was purely for the money.   
  4--But however you see it, it's clear that fear was at the heart of what Judas did:  
      fear of change, fear of poverty, or fear of Jesus not being properly recognized.  10

 B--And what about the High Priest and the Sanhedrin?  How could 71 righteous men,  
      devoted to God, condemn an innocent man to death?   (Can religious people sometimes 
      get decisions wrong? Some would say that’s what happened a month ago at General 
      Conference. And whether or not you agree, it certainly happened here in this story!) 
  1--What we have to remember is that -- like many people today -- Caiaphas  
        and most members of the Sanhedrin suffered from extreme insecurity.   
  2--They knew that if Jesus truly were seen as the promised Messiah, the crowds  
       might follow him, and their own power would disappear.  
  3--They saw Jesus as a threat to their positions of status and authority, and believed 
       that he threatened the very social order of Jewish life. 
  4--So, just like Judas, their actions that night were also motivated by fear.  11

 C--And then we come to Peter and the other disciples, who not only denied Jesus (Peter)  
      but also abandoned him altogether (the 10 disciples) -- again, all motivated by fear. 

6. Are you seeing a pattern here? You see, fear has great power in our world, not only in  
 Jesus' day and time, but today, as well.   

 A--In fact, if you think about it, most of the world’s problems throughout history have 
been motivated by some aspect of fear -- it breeds greed, jealousy, prejudice, & hatred. 

 B--And so, we perpetrate war, violence and tragic acts of inhumanity against one another-- 
      like the Holocaust, 9/11, Apartheid, or (in our own country) the Salem witch trials of  
      1692, American slavery, Jim Crow laws and racial segregation, our own genocide of  
      Native Americans in the 1800s, Joe McCarthy's "Red Scare" of the 1950s, and (some 
      might say) the fear that many people today have of those who hold different political,  
      ideological, or theological view than themselves about any range of issues. 
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7. You see, in the end, the events from the Bible are not just stories of broken and imperfect 
 people from first-century Palestine.  No, they're stories about our own human condition... 

 A--...About the fact that -- like Judas and members of the Sanhedrin -- fear often leads us  
       to do that which is wrong (even at times unthinkable), while justifying our actions as  
      "right", "necessary" & (dare I say), “biblical/scriptural” (the Bible has been used to justify many  
        things that we believe today to be morally wrong: slavery; women's oppression; genocide; others)    12

 B--Like some members of the Sanhedrin, fear can also poison us into denying Truth by  
      remaining silent in the face of wrongdoing. 

  1--I.E., We hear someone make a racial joke, or a disparaging remark about  
       someone's sexuality or clothing, but we don't stop it --we may even laugh along. 

2--The 18th-century British philosopher Edmund Burke one said that "The only  
    thing necessary for evil to triumph is for good men [& women] to do nothing."  13

 C--Of course -- like Peter (and the other disciples) -- fear can also cause us either to hide  
      our faith, or to say and do things in it that we later deeply regret. 

  1--I.E, Maybe we're too embarrassed to say a mealtime blessing, or to otherwise be  
        identified as a Christian in front of others who aren't necessarily believers. 

  2--Or we join in a conversation / activity that's not Christ-worthy just so we can "fit in." 

D--My point is that every one of us needs to be aware of the power of fear, and realize that 
     it can cause each of us today to do the kinds of things that we might criticize Judas, the 
     Sanhedrin, & Peter for doing back then--for being motivated by fear, rather than faith. 

--IV-- 

8. So what's the antidote to Fear?  How do we keep from being swayed by its power? 

 A--Well, I think we find the answer in the actions of Jesus himself in these three stories: 

  1--For example, during his arrest, notice that Jesus didn't struggle or try to run  
      away --instead, he Courageously faced those who'd come to betray & take him. 

  2--And then before the Sanhedrin, again he didn't give in or try to wiggle out of the 
       charges against him, but calmly spoke the Truth about his identity & purpose. 

  3--And finally, remember that even though Peter denies Jesus three times here,  
      Jesus later forgives Peter three times, revealing his compassion and Faithfulness  
      towards Peter.  14

 B--So, in each of these situations, in other words, we see that Courage, Truth, and  
        Faithfulness overcome the power of Fear in our world. 
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9. Now, you might say, "But those things didn't seem to matter in Jesus' case -- he was still 
 condemned and killed anyway!"  And that's true. Sometimes evil and wrong do win in the 
 short term. 

 A--But we also know that this wasn't the end of his story -- No. Jesus' commitment to 
      these three things I believe helped to empower his resurrection three days later.   

 B--And I want to suggest that it's the same in our own lives today:  
  1--We may not always see victory at first over the disappointments, lies, slander,&  
       betrayals of life -- but if we'll persevere in Truth, then in the end, we'll triumph. 

   2--These stories tell us that even though "right" and "good" don't always win every  
       battle, by God's grace -- and by our own commitment to Courage and Truth and 
        Faithfulness -- then in the end they DO win the war, IF we'll persist in them! 

 C--There's a famous poem first penned by Kent Keith that captures well this this challenge 
       that Jesus demonstrated during his betrayal/arrest, trial, & denial [Words in bulletin...]: 
  “People are unreasonable, illogical, self-centered. ...Love them anyway. 
    If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish motives.   ...Do good anyway. 
    If you are successful, you will win false friends and real enemies. 
   ...Try to be successful anyway. 
   The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.   ...Do it anyway. 
  Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable.   ...Be honest and frank anyway. 
  People favor the underdog, but they chum up to the top dog. 
   ...Fight for the underdog anyway. 
   What you spend years building can be destroyed overnight.    ...Build anyway. 
   Give the world the best you have and chances are you will get kicked in the teeth. 
   ...Give it anyway.”  15

10. So, when you and I face people and situations in which we feel betrayed, misunderstood, 
 misrepresented, and let down even by those who love us,... do you give up and give in? 

11. Or -- like Jesus --do you stand firm, persevering through the "Accusations and Denials" of  
 life, continuing to be people of Courage, Truth, and Faithfulness, even when it's costly? 

12. [PRAYER: "Lord, forgive us for the times when we have -- like Judas, betrayed you by our 
words or actions.  Forgive us for the times when we -- like the Sanhedrin -- have feared 
giving up control of our own lives to the control of your Holy Spirit.  Forgive us for the 
times when -- given the choice between the acceptance of others and pleasing you -- we 
chose to be accepted and counted with them and -- like Peter -- we denied you.  Give us 
courage and boldness to instead faithfully stand up for truth & be counted as one of your 
followers, even in those times when it is frightening. In your holy name we pray, Amen."] 

13. [Closing 11am Hymn #140, ”Great Is Thy Faithfulness”] 
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ENDNOTES: 

  Although my focus here is on Mark's version of this story, it is also told in the other gospels, as well.  1

Read Matthew 26:57-27:26; Luke 22:66-23:24; and John 18:12-40.

  The Sanhedrin was the "Supreme Court" of Judaism, so to speak, consisting of various religious leaders 2

within Judaism of the day:  the Sadducees; Pharisees; Scribes; and other respected elders of the land who 
were experts in the Torah (the Hebrew "law").  All 71 of them sat in a semi-circle while the accused stood 
before them, with the High Priest presiding. 

  According to the Mishnah, the official meeting place of the Sanhedrin was to be "The Hall of Hewn 3

Stone" within the Temple precincts, and the decisions of the group were not supposed to be valid unless 
arrived at during a properly convened meeting in that place.

  According to the Mishnah, the Council was only allowed to meet for a trial during the daytime, and 4

could not be convened during any of the great Jewish feasts. 

  Jesus' reply to the High Priest's question of whether or not he was the son of God in Verse 62 sounds 5

unambiguous to our ears today.  But in that context and setting, his words were anything  but that.  No, the 
unambiguous reply should have been "I am he" or "I am the Messiah."  Instead, Jesus responded with the 
words "I AM," conjuring to mind God's description of Himself to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 
3:14).  And yet, even though this was anything but a straightforward admission of who he really was, the 
High Priest didn't care -- he condemned Jesus for blasphemy anyway, on behalf of the entire Sanhedrin 
(which he wasn't really supposed to do).

  Trial decisions in the Sanhedrin were supposed to be achieved by taking a "roll-call" vote from each 6

council member, from the youngest to the eldest.  Yet here, there was no roll-call:  the High Priest made 
himself prosecutor, judge and jury all wrapped up in one!

  In that day and time, the Roman occupiers limited the Sanhedrin's authority only to religious matters -- 7

meaning that they no longer possessed authority whatsoever to inflict the death penalty on anyone.  So, if 
Jesus were to be executed legally, it would have to be by someone besides Sanhedrin, and for a crime other 
than blasphemy.

   Mark 14:29.8

  This is one of the few incidents mentioned in all four gospels, so it must have been seen as important... 9

not to embarrass Peter - one of the key founders of the church - but to highlight the extent of God's grace 
which forgave Peter, telling us that God can/will forgive and take us back as well, even when we deny 
Jesus like Peter did.  It's interesting to consider the source of this story -- the only person who could have 
retold it and ensured that it made it into all the gospels... is Peter himself!  Though it seems a story of 
embarrassment, Peter must have later shared it as a sign pointing to God's great forgiveness and grace. 

  Judas' behavior was a cowardly act of betrayal, made worse by Judas' own despair when it either went 10

horribly wrong, or because he changed his own mind about what he had done.

  As pastor and author Adam Hamilton puts it, "they were so blinded by their love of power and their fear 11

of losing it that they missed [seeing] him [as Messiah]." (Adam Hamilton, 24 Hours That Changed the 
World (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2009), p. 48).

  This is the argument, for example, that the Nazis made with the Holocaust, and we Americans made 12

with slavery and our treatment of Native Americans in the 19th-century.

 We dare not allow fear to keep us silent when we could instead choose to speak up and make a 13

difference.

  John 21:15-17.14
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  This poem (titled "Thoughts to Ponder") has often be attributed to Mother Teresa.  And while she did 15

use a version of it, its original author was Kent M. Keith, first published in 1968 in a pamphlet titled “The 
Silent Revolution: Dynamic Leadership in the Student Council” (https://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/05/18/
do-good-anyway/).  Many years later, vocal artist Martina McBride wrote a popular song called “Anyway” 
based on this poem that can heard today on many radio stations (See https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/
martinamcbride/anyway.html for lyrics).  As scriptural affirmation of this poem, consider also the words of 
Galatians 6:9-10, “Let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for in due season we shall reap if we don’t 
lose heart.”
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